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LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR 








LET’S STAY OUT OF 
THIS TRAP 
Sir: 

Several times recently I’ve heard 
comment among members of our 
congregation (with reference to 
someone outside the group) which 
amounts to, “He’s very religious— 
he’s Orthodox.” Or, for a variation, 
“He’s very observant. . . .” And, 
thinking it over, it seems to me that 
I’ve heard this kind of remark among 
Reform Jews at one time or another 
over a very long period. 

Now if you extend this kind of 
thinking, it might very well be 
twisted to mean, “We’re not so 
religious we're Reform.” The 
unhappy part about it is that these 
are Reform Jews talking. Whether or 
not the inference is made in so many 
words, it’s inescapable. 

I think that it’s obvious enough 
that the confusion in the minds of 
those who fall into this trap springs 
from a feeling that being “religious” 
or “observant” means having to “do 
something” which adds up to being 
religious or observant. The long 
tradition of our people is so inter- 
woven with many demands and pro- 
hibitions (you must do exactly this 
as you sit down to eat: you may never 
do that on a special day!). The fact 
of being religious or observant has 
come to mean the scrupulous fol- 
lowing of these rules and regulations. 
Actually. the doing or not doing of 
the ritual act hes become the key to 
religion, and the meaning and _phi- 
losophy behind the act has become 
lost. 

Part of the problem which faces us 
as Reform Jews is, I believe, that 
many members of our congregations 
today come from the Orthodox and 
Conservative traditions. or come from 
a generation which followed no par- 
ticuler practice but remembered what 
its fathers and grandfathers did. 
Comparatively few of us were brought 
up in the Reform tradition from 
childhood; consequently many of us 
have a very slender grasp of what it 
really means to be a Reform Jew. 

There are two answers, as I see it. 
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First, we should destroy the fal- 
lacy that Reform Judaism is a “you- 
don’t-have-to-do” faith. It should be 
a responsibility of our rabbis to ex- 
plain over and over again to their 
congregations, with all the skill and 
patience at their command, that Re- 
form Jews have dispensed with cer- 
tain practices on a thoughtful basis: 
we have not dropped rituals for con- 
venience’s sake, but because these 
rituals are not consistent with a 
religious practice as we see it for 
our times. 

Second, we should make our Re- 
form Judaism more of a “do some- 
thing” faith. Again our rabbis have a 
responsibility—they should be more 
demanding in advocating that we 
meet the requirements of being Jew- 
ish . . . and they should. time and 
again, spell out these requirements 
for us. 

These responsibilities should be 
shared by temple leaders, of course. 
We should not be afraid to accept 
some traditions and rituals which, 
on the face of the matter. might seem 
to represent a retreat from Reform 
practice. 

The objective should be to demon- 
strate that one can be a “religious 
Reform Jew”—an “observant Reform 
Jew”—if he pays the same attention 
to his Reform Jewish traditions that 
other Jews pay to their own prac- 
tice. 

Sincerelv vours. 
Jurian N. JABLIN 
Temple Israel, 
Jamaica, N. Y. 


THE BROKEN GLASS 
Sir: 


I believe the ceremony of breaking 
the glass has a place in Reform for 
reasons other than those mentioned 
by Rabbi Albert Goldman. The ex- 
planation the late Rabbi Abram 
Simon of Washington used to give 
was that it symbolized the sacredness 
and exclusiveness of marital love. 

It would give the ritual a rightful 
place in Reform and would impart 
meaning to it. Isn’t meaningfulness 
supposed to be the criterion by which 
Reform retains, creates, or rejects 
ceremonies? 

WittrAM P. NorpLINncer 
Norfolk, Va. 
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EDITORIAL 








On to Reforms First Century! 


SoMEONE has said that the institution 
which is not dedicated is dead. 

Nothing is more deadening than 
complacency. Hence it is heartening 
that the program committee for next 
years General Assembly of the 
Union has selected as the convention 
theme “New Frontiers of Reform Ju- 
daism.” 

The spirit of dedication is also evi- 
dent in the celebrations which have 
marked the 85th Anniversary of the 
founding of the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations. 


SCENE from the banquet inaugurating the 
observance of the UAHC’s 85th Anniversary. 


Last autumn the anniversary ob- 
servance of the Union was initiated 
at a banquet in New York. On that 
occasion, the theme continuously 
stressed was the need to make our 
faith ever more meaningful to the 
world today. Mrs. Jean Wise May 
sounded this note when she received 
a plaque from the National Federa- 
tion of Temple Youth, which she 
helped to found. Dr. Maurice N. 
Eisendrath, honored on that occasion 
for fifteen years of leadership of the 
UAHC, warned against over content- 
ment with mere numerical growth, as 





did Dr. Nelson Glueck, president of 
the Hebrew Union College-Jewish In- 
stitute of Religion, and Mr. A. B. 
Polinsky, general chairman of the 
Combined Campaign. 

A stirring tableau at this event 
further dramatized the upward march 
of our cause. Representatives of the 
founding congregations of the Union 
stepped forward to receive special 
certificates and many noted the 
youthfulness of many of these lead- 
ers; this would not have been the 
case a generation ago. 

Leaders of Reform have urged all 
temples to join in focusing upon the 
“new look” which movement 
should have as it approaches its cen- 
tury mark. It is to be hoped that this 
dedication to the spiritual needs of 
our times will be evident in the other 
events marking the 85th Anniversary 
and also the great Biennial Assembly 
of the Union, the Sisterhoods and the 
Temple Secretaries. It is not too early, 
by the way, to plan to attend the 
Biennial scheduled for Miami Beach, 
November 15-18. 1959. 

Soon we shall again hail Mordecai 
and Esther on their devotion to re- 


our 


ligious principles. They were willing 
to lose their heads for their ideals; 
certainly we should be willing to use 
advancement of 


our heads for the 


those same ideals. 


De a York 


When in Manhattan, be sure to visit 
the House of Living Judaism, 838 
Fifth Avenue. Visiting hours: 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. daily except Saturday; 





3 p.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday. Daily chapel 
service at noon. 


% * * 


Do You Get 


more than one copy of this maga- 
zine? If so, please tell us about it. 
Write AMERICAN JuDAISM, 838 Fifth 
Avenue, New York 21, N. Y. 









My Contacts with 
Nathan Leopold 


by Abraham Cronbach 


HE REMARKS here presented are 
i deal with one tiny facet of 
Nathan Leopold’s career, namely, my 
own personal contacts with the pris- 
oner. 

I became acquainted with Leo- 
pold’s accomplice, Richard Loeb, a 
few years before I met Leopold him- 
self. Ftom 1919 to 1922 I had served 
as the chaplain for the Jewish in- 
mates of the Illinois state prison at 
Joliet. The prison terms of Leopold 
and Loeb began in 1924. But, for fif- 
teen years subsequent to my with- 
drawal from the chaplaincy, I would 
visit my old haunts during Hebrew 
Union College vacations. 

One of these Joliet visits occurred 
on the Jewish New Year which fell 
in the year 1928. Only six years hav- 
ing elapsed since my incumbency. 
I was welcomed by a number of old 
acquaintances among the inmates, al- 
though most of the prisoners were 
persons I had never met before. As 
the men filed into the prison chapel. 
one of them particularly attracted my 
attention. The man was young and of 
a distinctly non-Jewish appearance. 
blond, blue-eyed, and decidely hand- 
some. An artist, wishing to paint an 
angel, might have used him as a 
model. 

In the course of my talk, a num- 
ber of my listeners addressed to me 
various questions. One of these ques- 
tions, as I recall, pertained to the 
death of Rabbi Leon Harrison of St. 
Louis. who had, a few days before. 
lost his life beneath the wheels of 
an onrushing subway train in New 
York City. Among those who asked 
questions was the man of angelic 
beauty. His question, if I remember 
correctly, pertained to Christian 
Science. 

The meeting over, the prisoners, 
before departing. crowded up to 
shake hands with me and to exchange 
New Year wishes. One of my ac- 
quaintances brought to me the light- 


Dr. Cronbach is the well-known Pro- 
fessor Emeritus of Social Studies of 
the Hebrew Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Religion. 


complexioned one. “Rabbi,” said my 
old acquaintance, “let me introduce 
to you .’ My mind shot ahead, 
expecting him to say, “my non-Jew- 
ish friend.” But he did not say “my 
non-Jewish friend.” He said, “My 
friend, Richard Loeb.” Then and 
there I shook the hand that had mur- 
dered Bobby Franks. Then also be- 
gan a friendship between Loeb and 
me which lasted to the end of his 
brief life. 

Three years elapsed before I jour- 
neyed to that vicinity again. It was 
the Jewish New Year of 1931. This 
time my visit was paid not to the 
Joliet branch of the prison but to the 
Stateville branch. Before my meeting 
began, I stood chatting with some of 
the prisoners whom I had known 
during my incumbency, when Rich- 
ard Loeb, charming as ever, came to 
me bringing with him a young man 
noticeably smaller than Loeb, a man 
whose most striking feature, at first 
impression, was a certain droop of 
the eyelids. giving an effect of drowsi- 
ness or dreaminess. Said Loeb, to me. 
“Let me introduce to you my friend, 
Nathan Leopold.” That began a 
friendship which has continued to 
the present hour. That droop of the 
eyelids shows in none of Leopold’s 
photographs. 


“An Intellectual Superman” 

I visited Stateville again in 1932, 
1934, and 1935. Both Leopold and 
Loeb evinced a lively interest in my 
religious ministrations. Extraordinary 
were the praises of Leopold which 
Loeb would pour into my ear. Loeb 
regarded Leopold as an intellectual 
superman. Leopold’s talk dealt chiefly 
with his studies of Hebrew. 

After my meetings. both men would 
accompany me back to the farthest 
permissible point. There was about 
them a polish, a graciousness, and 
an urbanity. yes. even a neatness of 
attire and of grooming, which set 
them off. by several removes. from 
the outcasts among whom they lived. 

In January, 1935, I was enabled 
to converse at length with Leopold 


and Loeb in the office of the Super- 
visor of Paroles. The conversation 
was one long to be remembered. The 
uniformed and, no doubt, armed, 
deputy who sat in the room with us 
seemed to be not a guard but a com- 
panion, gratefully accepting from 
Leopold and Loeb their generous 
treats of cigarettes. My friends told 
me about the correspondence school 
which they were conducting in be- 
half of their fellow prisoners. There 
came a time when the school held 
over four hundred learners located 
in all three major prisons of the state. 
The curriculum covered not only high 
school subjects but also many sub- 
jects on a junior college level. De- 
tails of this extraordinary venture 
will be found in Leopold’s autobiog- 
raphy, Life Plus 99 Years, published 
by Doubleday in 1958. 

Leopold expounded to me his re- 
searches in parolability, researches 
soundly and genuinely scientific, a 
report of which appeared in a 1952 
issue of the American Sociological 
Review. The many-paged question- 
naire, which Leopold had devised, 
was something prodigious. I did not 
interrupt him for an explanation of 
what he meant by “tetrachoric co- 
efficient.” On that point, Professor 
Abraham Franzblau enlightened me 
after I got back to the Hebrew Union 
College. Soon I received a lovely let- 
ter from the mother of Richard Loeb, 
thanking me for my attentions to her 
son. Almost on the anniversary of my 
visit. a year later. Richard Loeb was 
murdered by a fellow prisoner. 

Leopold possesses an extraordinary 
amount of learning. “He is seven uni- 
versity professors rolled into one.” 
I said to my wife upon my return 
from the interview. The office of the 
Parole Supervisor was evidently the 
office in which Leopold carried on 
his notable work. Against one of the 
walls of the office there leaned a 
detached door which served as a sur- 
face on which the maxim. “Make 
haste slowly.” was written in a score 
of different languages. The maxim 
stood there in its original Latin. It 
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stood there in Hebrew, in Greek, in 
Arabic, in Persian, in French, Ger- 
man, Italian, Spanish, and still other 
languages. On another wall of the 
office there hung a framed motto 
quoting, in the Latin original, the 
words of Virgil, “Remembering these 
things may some day prove pleasant.” 
Of languages, Leopold was an avid 
student. 


Leopold’s Letters 


Though I have not seen Leopold 
since 1935, correspondence has, dur- 
ing these years, passed between us 
on a number of occasions. The cor- 
respondence related chiefly, though 
not entirely, to Leopold’s quest for a 
parole. A letter dated August 24, 
1952, responds to a letter of mine in 
which I referred to Governor Steven- 
son’s speech of acceptance before the 
Democratic national convention. Re- 
garding that speech, Leopold wrote: 


I, too. heard Governor Stevenson’s 


speech in the wee, small hours of the 





magnificent. If anything, however. | 
was even more impressed by the two- 
or-three minute speech he made from 
the porch of the Blair home just be- 
fore driving out to the convention 
hall. It reminded me strongly of Lin- 
coln’s Gettysburg address. And the 
Old Testament quotation with which 
he ended the acceptance speech was 
familiar from its inclusion in 
the services for the High Holidays. 


very 


The quotation alludes to Micah 6:8, 
“To do justly, and to love mercy. and 
to walk humbly with thy God.” 
Letters which I have received from 
Castaner, Puerto Rico, 
breathe a devout spirit. 
Leopold is thinking now of partici- 
pation in some activities of the near- 


similarly 


religious 


est Puerto Rican Jewish community. 
From Castaner, Leopold has sent me 
his permission to write this article, 
releasing me from the promise | 
made him, in 1935, that I would not 
publicize anything he told me. He 
dreaded the annoyance which he un- 


An Interview with Dr. 


C RIOUSLY CONTRASTING  tenden- 
cies are at work today in Ju- 
daism and Christianity. 

In a way, they're borrowing pages 
from each other’s notebooks. 

A growing segment of Judaism, 
the bulwark of the “old” faith. is 
taking on new ways. And Christian- 
ity, haven of the “new” dispensation, 
is putting more stress on old moor- 
ings. 

“Orthodoxy is upon us.” 
estant theologian, Nels F. S. Ferre. 


. 


says Prot- 


“We are returning to creed... . 

As widely assessed. the trend has 
touched all faiths in some respects. 

But in Judaism. a different and 
strikingly dramatic tide is the Re- 
form movement—the changing of old. 
entrenched rituals to methods deemed 
more valid nowadays. 

“The spirit of Reform is the most 
formidable force in Jewish religious 
life today.” said Dr. Maurice N. 


Eisendrath. president of the Union of 





Mr. Cornell is religious editor of 
the Associated Press. 
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by George W. Cornell 


American Hebrew Congregations. 

The organization, which this month 
began observing the 85th anniversary 
of Reform work, could count its 
hugest gains in the last ‘15 years. It 
has doubled in size in that time to 
include more than a million mem- 
bers across the country. 

They ve dropped many of the de- 
tailed Old Testament requirements, 
such as for kosher diets and separate 
pews for women, and evolved mod- 
ern modes of worship. 

“Reform is doing for Judaism to- 
day what the prophets of Israel, in- 
cluding Jesus. sought to do for 
Judaism in their day.” said Dr. Eisen- 
drath. the scholarly leader who has 
headed the movement throughout its 
recent period of greatest growth. 

To Jesus and old Israel’s prophets, 
a main target was religious formal- 
ism—-the sets of rules. religious dis- 
play and “letter of the 
distinct from inner principle. And 
that’s a main thesis of Reform Ju- 


law’ —as 


daism. 
“The externals are useful only in- 


morning. I quite agree that it was 





derwent every time he undertook 


something which the newspapers 
would exploit. 

Leopold’s letters exemplify a high 
degree of literary excellence. His 
command of English is superb. Let- 
ters of that kind often attain publica- 
tion. 

Never, perhaps, in all human his- 
tory, has there been a more impres- 
illustration of the Talmudic 
adage: “In the place where repentant 


sive 


sinners stand, the perfectly righteous 
are unable to stand.” Nathan Leo- 
pold has, for many years, been lead- 
ing the life of a saint. His utter 
immolation of self, in the interests 
of medical research, falls outside the 
scope of this article which must limit 
itself to the writer’s personal con- 
tacts. A vivid account of this medical 
venture will be found in Life Plus 99 
Years. But Leopold’s entire attitude 
is that of a completely chastened and 
The 


prisoner 


evil 
was 
abysmal. But the sequel has been 


transformed personality. 


which made him a 


Eisendrath 


sofar as they convey spiritual truth 
Kisendrath said in 
should be 


in our age,” Dr. 
an interview. “Customs 
continued only if they have meaning 
and beauty. We shouldn't perpetuate 
ancient rites for perpetuation’s sake.” 

In the Reform view. he added, it is 
that 
surface routines and legalisms. “It’s 


the motivation counts, not the 
not what we do or don’t do. but why.” 

Asked then if Christianity, in its 
asserted current emphasis on pre- 
scribed creeds and liturgy. might be 
veering from Jesus’ way. while Re- 
form Judaism is moving closer to the 
simple prophetic Jewish faith which 
Jesus preached and practiced, Dr. 
Fisendrath smiled and said: 

“To some degree there might be 
an analogy. But being outside the 
Christian faith. | wouldn’t attempt to 
say.” Concerning Jesus, however, he 
added. “I think he would 
much at home in a Reform Jewish 
congregation today.” 

But Dr. mild-man- 
nered and forthright man, empha- 


feel very 


Eisendrath, a 


(Continued on page 6) 





(Continued from page 5) 
sized that Reform Judaism is not. 
as labeled by critics in its early years, 
a “halfway house to Christianity” 
as part of a religious assimilation 
process. 

Far from minimizing Jewish con- 
cepts, he said, Reform congregations 
have enlarged the usual programs for 
indoctrinating the young and giving 
them a solid grounding in Judaism, 
its cumulative ethics and reverence 
for a loving God. 

While Orthodox congregations, one 
of the two other wings of Judaism 
along with Conservative bodies. hold 
children in Hebrew school only a 
year or two before confirming them 
at 13, Reform schooling usually is 
from kindergarten until Confirmation 
at 16. 

“Intensification as well as exten- 
sion is part of the Reform phenom- 
ena,” Dr. Eisendrath said. And the 
statistics of extension don’t tell the 
whole story. 

In throwing out age-old rules. such 
as those against driving a car or turn- 
ing on lights (travel and kindling a 
fire) on the Sabbath. the Reform in- 
fluence has stretched strongly beyond 
its own fold. 

Many Conservative congregations 
have followed in its footsteps in al- 
lowing families to sit together at 
worship (rather than separating the 
sexes). and introducing organ music 
and prayers in the vernacular (ban- 
ned by old rules). 

In the midst of the fast-expanding 
Reform camp. which now includes 
565 American congregations and 
aims for another 50 per cent increase 
in the next 15 years. Dr. Eisendrath 
stands as a prime symbol of the 
whole venture. 

Besides the powerful sway he 
exerts in his own faith (he’s been 
elected to his office for life). he has 
become a chief spokesman for Ju- 
daism in this country. and a leading 
figure in national interfaith activities. 

A rangy, graying. keenly articu- 
late man of 56, Dr. Eisendrath has 
worked closely with major church 
leaders in broad religious causes. and 
recently made a world tour to try 
to consolidate world religious efforts 
in behalf of peace. 

“This will come, it has to come.” 
he said. “In the struggle in which 
we're engaged today, which is bas- 
ically between a spiritual and mech- 


anized view of man, I can’t conceive 
of how we can fail tq unify our 
spiritual forces.” 

As for Reform Judaism, which 
took root in this country in Cincin- 
nati in 1873 with a handful of 28 
congregations, it went through some 
wide swings of the theological pen- 
dulum and lean years before flower- 
ing lately into maturity. 

“In this country, with its spirit of 
freedom, the movement has flourished 
more abundantly than anywhere 
else.” Dr. Eisendrath said. “I think 
the future belongs to it, particularly 
in America.” 

Actually. he said. Reform Judaism 
represents a return to the vital ele- 
ment that has always characterized 
the faith—the ability to evolve as 
man himself developed. 

“Religion. like all life. cannot re- 
main static.” he said. “One of the 
fallacies of Orthodoxy is to cleave to 


unchanging absolutes in a constantly 
changing world. 

“The spirit of Reform goes back 
to Abraham. When he smashed the 
idols of his father, Terah, it was a 
revolutionary Reform. Nothing was 
more daring than to challenge what 
was then held sacrosanct. That was 
the beginning of change and revolu- 
tion. 

“Moses, with the Ten Command- 
ments, brought another great revolu- 
tionary Reform. And Amos, when he 
appeared before a sacred festival as- 
sembly at which the people were 
bringing their offerings and sacrifices 
and said, ‘I hate and loathe your 
sacrifices and solemn assemblies, and 
your noisy hymns I cannot abide. 
Take these away and let justice flow 
as a mighty river.’ 

“He was a reformer. Jesus was, 
too. The essence of Judaism is to be 
able to adjust and change and grow.” 


History of Synagogue 
in New UAHC Pamphlet 





RABBI DAVID JACOBSON 


HE HISTORY of the synagogue is 
T described in a pamphlet recently 
issued by the Department of Public 
Information of the Union of Ameri- 
can Hebrew Congregations. Author 
of the brochure. which traces the 
origins of Jewish worship places, is 
Rabbi David Jacobson, Temple Beth- 
El. San Antonio. Texas. The pam- 
phlet is the 36th in a series of Popular 
Studies in Judaism designed to ap- 
prise the general public about Juda- 
ism. The series is under the aegis of 
a joint commission of the Union and 
the Central Conference of American 
Rabbis. Commission chairman is Dr. 
Harry W. Ettelson, rabbi emeritus 
of Temple Israel, Memphis. 





Me 


The booklet is dedicated to the 
memory of Rabbi Louis I. Egelson, 
late administrative secretary of the 
UAHC, who for many years was di- 
rector of the public information de- 
partment. 

Dr. Ettelson also announces the 
recent reprinting of a study entitled 
“What Is the Talmud?” by the late 
Rabbi Max Reichler. of Beth Sholom 
Temple. Brooklyn. Many thousan 
of copies of the Reichler pamphlet 
have been distributed throughout the 
nation. Its reprinting was made pos- 
sible by the generosity of Clarence 
J. Schwab, in memory of his parents, 
Nathan and Lena Schwab. 
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They Do Well in South America 


M* WIFE AND I recently journeyed 
down the west coast of South 
America, as far as the Argentine- 
Chilean Lake area, about 800 miles 
south of Buenos Aires, and then up 
the east coast, visiting all the prin- 
cipal cities, approximately 15,000 
miles in fifteen air hops. We met 
asked 
questions, and we came home with 
the happy feeling that here was a 
part of the world where our Jewish 
brethren 
doing well. There are approximately 
625.000 Jews in South 


follows: 


many Jewish leaders, many 


were for the most part 


America, as 


Argentina 375.000 


Brazil 125.000 
Chile 40.000 
Uruguay 40,000 
Colombia 20.000 
Venezuela 7.000 
Peru 5.000 
Bolivia 4.000 
Paraguay 2.500 
Ecuador 1.500 
Others 5.000 
625.000 
They divide into three general 


groups. The S’fardim first came to 
South America in the early fifteenth 
century, fleeing the Inquisition, and 
did not increase in numbers to any 
great extent, because of assimilation. 
The East Ashk’nazi 
group came principally between 1890 
1920, at about the same 
they arrived in large numbers in the 
United States, and are now by far 


European or 


and time 


the largest Jewish segment. Both of 
these blocs are Orthodox. The last 
wave of European immigration oc- 
curred during the Hitler period when 
Central European Jews from Ger- 
many, Austria, Czechoslovakia and 
Hungary came over in substantial 
numbers. Most of these people be- 
long to Liberal Jewish congregations. 
The largest percentage of the Jews 


Former President of Chicago’s 
Temple Sholom, Mr. Ackerman is a 
member of the UAHC 
board. 
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national 


by Johann S. Ackerman 


went to the countries in the southern 
part of the continent where the kind 
of temperate climate to which they 
were accustomed prevails. As a re- 
sult. the make up ap- 
proximately 2 per cent of the Argen- 


Jews now 
tine population and nearly 7 per cent 
Aires. 


Mar Del Plata, an ocean resort. about 


of the population of Buenos 
100 miles south of Suenos Aires, is 
described as a miniature Coney Is- 
land. 

We found that with only minor ex- 
ceptions, the following general com- 
ments would accurately describe the 
present status of our fellow Jews in 
South 

1. Their economic status is good. 
They 


up. being principally business and 


America: 
fall into the middle class and 


professional men. On the average, 
they are probably better off than the 
Jews of North America. 
2. There is little 
less than in North 
3. They 


anti-Semitism, 
\merica. 
have. with only a few 
minor exceptions, the same political 
rights as all other citizens. 

1. Their religious. social and com- 
munal organizations are numerous 
and well supported. They are usually 
divided along S’fardic, Ashk’nazic, or 
Central with 


European lines. 


over-all top Jewish 


one 
committee to 
which all groups send delegates and 
which 


raises Israel and 


local Jewish causes on which they 


money for 


might collaborate. In several coun- 
tries they join in supporting a 
school. when the only 
available are 


Catholic. Their local charity 


Jewish day 


other good schools 
prob- 
lems are not very extensive. and their 
support of Israel is reasonably good. 

Now that the last of the South 
(American dictators has been elimi- 
nated, there is a basis for hope that 
the great scourge of political insta- 
bility will gradually itself. 
and that sound will 


evolve in the next generation. Should 


correct 


democracies 


this occur, the capital necessary for 
the development of the tremendous 
\merica 
would soon be available and a period 


natural resources of South 


of improved living standards would 
follow. Our fellow Jews. along with 


all other South American 


would greatly benefit. 


citizens. 


Liberal Judaism in 
South America 

We now have Liberal congrega- 
tions, members of the World Union 
for Progressive Judaism, in Argen- 
tina, Brazil, Uruguay, and Peru, and 
there is need for Liberal congrega- 
tions in several other South Ameri- 
can countries. We visited all of the 
Liberal 
they were available. met their rabbis 
and lay leaders. Aires the 
Liberal rabbi emeritus is Rabbi Dr. 
F. L. Steinthal and their new rabbi is 
Manfred Rosenberg. recently arrived 


congregations and, where 


In Buenos 


from Tel Aviv. where he had been 
rabbi of the “Liberal” congregation 
for many years. Several of the officers 
very graciously entertained us and 
all of the officers and directors of the 
congregation gathered at the home 
of Mr. Wolf A. Wolf where I spoke 
on congregztional methods and tech- 
niques used in the United States that 
might be beneficially tried by them. 
In Montevideo the rabbi and temple 
president were out of the city, but we 
the officers and at- 


met several of 


tended services in their new syna- 
gogue, which has about 1.500 family 
members. Brazil has the two largest 
and most dynamic Liberal congrega- 
tions. In Sao Paulo. we met Rabbi 
Fritz Pinkuss. who has built a con- 
gation of 2.200 members in South 
America’s fastest growing city with 
a population now of over 3.000.000. 


They have recently finished a new 


gre 


synagogue and are now building an 
adjoining school and administrative 
building. seven stories high. They 
even have a camp-institute in the 
mountains. a few hundred miles from 
Paulo. where Dr. 


doing a good iob of developing dedi- 


Sao Pinkuss is 
cated young Liberal Jews. In Rio de 
Janeiro. we spent considerable time 
Rabbi 


has developed a rapidly growing con- 


with Henrique Lemle. who 
sregation now numbering 1.200 fam- 
ily members. They have acquired the 
land to build a 


gogue this year. In 


new large syna- 
Lima, Peru, we 


( Continued on page 8) 
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They Do Well in 
South America 


(Continued from page 7) 
have a small but growing congrega- 
tion headed by a Rabbi Goldstein, 
which largely serves the German 
groups that have come to Peru in the 
last twenty-five years. 

The principal limiting factor in the 
development of Liberal Judaism in 
South America is the lack of Liberal 
Spanish- and Portuguese-speaking 
rabbis. This can only be corrected 
by establishing a small seminary in 
South America. This is a very urgent 
need and is a project which the 
UAHC, the Hi C-JIR. and the World 
Union for Progressive Judaism should 
sponsor. Liberal Judaism has a good 
foothold in South America. Let us 


help it grow! 





JOBS WANTED 





ARCHIBALD MACZLEISH, left, presents Dr. 
Maurice N. Ejisendrath, president of the 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
with an autographed copy of his play, JB. 
In exchange the playwright received a copy 
of the Commentary on the Book of Job 
which was written by Rabbi Solomon B. 
Freehof and published by the UAHC. Ex- 
change took place at a special performance 
of the Macleish play, which deals with 
Book of Job, to which leading clergymen 
were invited and after which a general 
the author and the 


discussion between 


ciergy took place. 


Al d. on oe 
AU dksn 


by Harry W. Ettelson 


Thou wast, O' Lord, the Eternal King. 

Already ere prime chaos stirred: 

But since went forth Thy quickening 
word. 

Thy sovereignty Thy creatures sing. 

Thou wast, Thou art, Thou still 
shalt be. 

Altho this mighty wonder world 

To its first nothingness be hurled 


For Thine is all Eternity. 


The Absolute art Thou—the One, 
Whose unity in essence pure 

No taint of second can endure. 
With end as with beginning, none! 


Yet Thou. so absolute in power, 
\rt near to me, who am but clod. 
Thou hearest my cry. O living God. 
My refuge Thou and saving tower. 


To Thee my body I confide, 

My spirit too for Thee to keep: 

I fear nor waking, nor asleep, 

For Thou art close, whate’er betide! 


What Y, Religion ? 


by Harry W. Ettelson 


Religion is man’s upward look 
to God as the divinely intelligent 
and 


and beneficent Source 


tainer of all that is. 


It is man’s inward look 
to his own soul as spiritually akin 
to God, and in duty-bound to live 
in keeping with the divine possi- 
bilities in him. 


It is man’s outward look 


Sus- | 


To all other men as beings of like | 


nature 

with himself and as having a divine 
claim 

on him to be treated as his 
brothers. 





Dr. Ettelson is 
Temple Israel, Memphis, Tenn. 


rabbi-emeritus of 





you can work a camera 


you will want 
to enter the 


Holiday 
Photography 
Contest 


for Students of Religious Schools, not 
yet confirmed, in Temples affiliated 
with the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations. 
PHOTOGRAPHS requested are those 
“catching the spirit” of the observ- 
ance of Purim, Passover, or Shavuos 
at home, in religious school, or in 
temple. 
PRIZES will include a trip for the 
winner and his parents to the Union’s 
next Biennial Convention, November 
15-18. 1959, in Miami Beach, Florida; 
TV sets. transistor radios. watches, 
etc. Prizes will also go to winners’ 
congregations and rabbis. 
RULES of contest. Photos must be in 
black end white; prints must be no 
smaller than 5” by 7”. Parents (ex- 
cept professional photographers) may 
aid youngsters in taking pictures. 
There will be special prizes for each 
age category of contestants. 
JUDGES include Rabbi Maurice N. 
Kisendrath, president of the Union; 
Tony Curtis. movie star: and Leonard 
Bernstein, the celebrated musician. 
DON’T photograph an actual reli- 
gious service; confer with your rabbi 
about this. 
DEADLINE for contest is June 30, 
1959. But start now to plan to take 
your Purim, Passover, or Shavuos 
scenes. You may submit as many 
photos as you want; they cannot be 
returned. 
THE WINNING PHOTOS will be 
shown in this magazine. 
ENTRY BLANKS will appear in the 
next issue and will also be made avail- 
able through your Religious School. 
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. THERE IS one difficulty that the 
modern Jew has to overcome with 
regard to his religion, it is his lack 
of enjoyment of it. Most Jews do not 
enjoy being Jewish because they do 
not appreciate sufficiently the quali- 
ties of their religion which identify 
them as Jews in their own eyes and 
in the eyes of the world. To a good 
many of our people Judaism consists 
of belonging to a synagogue or per- 
forming some such as 
candlelighting on the Sabbath or 
fasting on Yom Kippur, or saying 
Kaddish for a loved one. Much of 
the Judaism we practice has been 
called “lachrymose Judaism,” bear- 
ing too many solemn and sad asso- 
ciations and too few lively and joyous 


ceremony 


ones. Religion, to be sure, ought to 
be a source of comfort in grief and 
sorrow, a help to give light in time 
of perplexity and darkness. But such 
religion is one-sided and unbalanced. 
It needs also the element of enjoy- 
ment to make it pervasive in human 
experience. Here are five suggestions 
for making your faith more mean- 
ingful. 

1. Read a Jewish book. Which 
one? That depends upon the subject 
of one’s interest. There is a rich va- 
riety of Jewish literature available 
in the English language from history 
and philosophy to poetry and fic- 
tion. Only the Jew should not con- 
fuse many of the contemporary 
novels dealing with Jewish subjects 
with classical Jewish literature. Nov- 
els like Marjorie Morningstar, Eagle 
at My Eyes, and others may be good 
portrayals of the seamy side of a 
good bit of Jewish life in America. 
but they are not Jewish books. 

If any single Jewish volume pub- 
lished in English can give the reader 
enjoyment. pride, and delight, it is 
Israel Abraham’s charming book 
called By-Paths in Hebraic Book- 
land. In brief essays of three or four 
pages this noted Anglo-Jewish 
scholar deals with a wonderful va- 
riety of Jewish themes that can stim- 
ulate the make further 
explorations of the subjects on his 


reader to 
Rabbi Shulman serves Riverdale 
Temple, New York. 
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by Charles E. Shulman 


own. Here we catch glimpses of the 
wealth of Jewish lore neglected by 
so many of us today. The very chap- 
ter headings are intriguing-—‘Jo- 
sephus against Apion.” “Nathan of 
Rome’s Dictionary,” “Menassah and 


Rembrandt.” “The Sarajevo Hag- 
gadah,” “Byron’s Hebrew Melo- 
dies.” and others. For the other 


books you need only consult the 
catalogue of the UAHC. 
2. Listen to good Jewish music. 


So much of our traditional Hebrew 
music has been made available in 
recent years that it is possible to 
hear in our synagogues, on records, 
and on the platform the 
songs that make our prayers mean- 
ingful. The Second Commandment 
may have denied us the plastic art 
forms, but we gained rich compen- 
heritage. 


concert 


sation in our musical 
Therein much of our historic experi- 
ence can be found. The Kol Nidre 
music, for example, can convey to 
the Jew thoughts of other times and 
other lands. The modes in which our 
Hebrew prayers are sung can identify 
for us a holiday by a particular tune, 
the Megillah at Purim time. the 
Kiddush at Sabbath services, ete. 

3. Keep the holidays. They were 
designed to make Judaism an en- 
joyable experience. The Sabbath can 
be a time of excitement in the syna- 
gogue and in the home. It is a day 
different from other days. as Pass- 
over and Yom Kippur are days dif- 
ferent. The Hebrew calendar is rich 
in colorful associations that we can 
utilize in our time to our advantage. 
At every season of the year there is 
something worth while observing. 
Those who are stirred by Judaism 
only twice a year are apt to consider 
their synagogue as a strange place 
and their traditions as foreign to 
their daily experience. The reading 
of such volumes as Schauss’ The 
Jewish Holidays and The Lifetime of 
a Jew, published by the UAHC, can 
open up to us a world in which we 
can find many satisfactions. 

1. Make the home Jewish. Those 
who clamor for a return to the syna- 
gogue ought to consider whether it 


is wise to place our complete Juda- 


| Five Ways of Enjoying Judaism 


ism in one single place. Religion 
cannot be confined to the temple. It 
must be everywhere. And since the 
home is the center of our life and our 
inspiration, it is the logical place to 
look for the enjoyment of our faith. 
Not the occasional ceremony but the 
ceremony that accompanies our daily 
living can help us here. Grace at 
meals. and the word “grace” is inti- 
associated with gracious liv- 


mately 
ing. can tie the family together 
Jewishly and leave lovely memories 
of family table gatherings. So, too. 
can the Sabbath eve 
ferred by the father upon the chil- 
dren after the Kiddush has been re- 


cited leave its glow in the hearts 


blessing con- 


young and old. If the home is 
brought into the orbit of Jewish tra- 
dition much more of the individual 
Jew’s life will follow. 

Jewishness naturally. 


people in this 


5. {ccept 
Too 


country are self-conscious Jews. They 


many of our 


are overly mueh concerned about the 
effect upon their Christian neighbors 
of any actions of a minority people. 
They are worried about the possible 
impressions of double lovalty that 
might be engendered by American 
Jewish support of the State of Israel. 
They are apprehensive of Jewish con- 
duct Such 
Jews are frightened people. They can- 


causing anti-Semitism. 
not enjoy their heritage because they 
do not accept the privileges of Amer- 
ican freedom. In a nation like ours 
all groups have their saints and sin- 
ners. and people are judged as in- 
dividuals, not by groups. 

Our fathers did not look 
their religion as a burden. They en- 
joyed their Judaism in spite of hard- 
ships. They lived it and made it an 


upon 


integral part of their experience. 
Many of us are strangers to our re- 
ligion. We are unaware of its rich 
literature and lore, the inspiration 
of its music. the deep influence of 
the dignity that a free man can dis- 
cover in being himself in the eyes 
of the world. When the Jew enjoys 
being Jewish it is almost a certainty 
that he will find greater happiness 
in his own ranks and in the ranks 


of his neighbors. 





Kelinion in Advertising 


_ USE OF religious ideas in advertising is becom- 


ing quite common. Here are two instances of it. 
One is a New Year ad which Lee K. Thorpe, Evanston 
furrier, runs annually; the text is from the Union 
Prayerbook, The other ad is used by Rosenfeld’s, a 
men’s clothing store in Pittsfield. Mass. The Rosen- 


felds are leaders of Anshe Temple Anshe Amonim. 









Oh, Lord, grant us peace, 
Thy most precious gift. 





Give us strength and courage 
To be its messenger unto the 
Peoples of the earth. 







Bless our country that it may 
ever be a stronghold of peace, 
and its vigorous advocate in the 
council of United Nations. 








May contentment reign within 
all borders, 

Health and happiness within all 
homes. 


Strengthen the bonds of friendship 
and fellowship among the 
Inhabitants of all lands. 


Plant virtue in every soul, 
And may the love of Thy name 
Hallow every home and every heart. 


Praised be Thou, O Lord 
Giver of Peace. 
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INVENTORY 


We take inventory February first. We 
(and the government) want to know how many 
shirts and ties, how many slacks and sport 
coats, etc., etc., we have. It is essential infor- 
mation. 


But on the blanks we use, there is no space 
for the most profitable item in our whole 
year’s transactions: our contacts with the men 
and women who cross our threshold. 


We all are obsessed with figures, hollow 
figures, with statements of comparative terms 
of business, 3% ahead, 4% behind. Every- 
one feels he must issue a press release on his 
situation. Even the churches issue reports, 
like U.S. Steel, G.M., and G.E., telling how 
much they have increased their membership 
but they never include any mention if any 
of the new or of the old members understand 
more fully and practice more scrupulously the 
ordinances of their faiths. The Central Con- 
ference of American Rabbis proudly boasts 
that they have extended the number of syna- 
gogues but say nary a word if any single 
person is more thoroughly imbued with and 
more faithfully devoted to their precepts. 


And so our inventory shows no record of 
the countless instances of friendliness and 
kindness shown us every day by the thou- 
sands of men and women who enter our store, 
Our inventory reveals no indication of the 
courtesy and the genuine desire to be helpful 
on the part of our salesmen, very often far 
beyond the call of mere duty. 


The white pages of that report show none 
of the gratitude we have not only for the 
business given us but for the cordiality that 
exists between the run-of-the-mill citizens 
who come our way andthe men in our employ 
who have devoted their entire long lives to us 
and to the service of Berkshire men and 
women. 


On our profit and loss statement under 
“good will” we write “$1.00.” We do not 
underestimate the power of a bank-book but 


‘maybe we ought to pause, all of us, and weigh 


which is more valuable—the reputation we 
enjoy among our fellow-citizens or the figures 
on our inventory report. 
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An American Yom Kippur Service 


in the Eyes of an Israeli 


— A Description and a Rejoinder 


(Epitor’s Note: A feu 
fylon, a correspondent of the 
Israeli Ha-Aretz,  at- 
tended a Yom Kippur service at the 


years ago 
4mos 
newspaper, 


Washington Hebrew Congregation. 
He wrote a rather caustic report 


about it for his Aylon’s ar 


ticle, with a rejoinder by Hon. Mil- 
Under-Secretar 


paper. 


lard Cass, Deputy 
of Labor and a prominent member 
of the Washington Hebrew Congre- 
gation, follow.) 


Yom Kippur in 
Washington 
by Amos Aylon 


Before the glistening doors of the 
synagogue, Cadillacs discharge thei 
elegantly dressed passengers. some 
of whom linger on the broad side- 
walk before entering. It is the eve 
of Yom Kippur. Inside. the Washing- 
ton Hebrew Congregation soon fills 
up. Rabbi Norman Gerstenfeld. also 
known as “the Jewish Billy Graham,” 
will lead the service. 

Out of reverence 
of the place and the hour, many 
worshippers put their burning cigar- 
tray at the 


for the holiness 


ettes into a sand ash 


temple entrance. Those whose in- 
come is exceedingly high turn to the 
left. to the hall, 


services are conducted upon a broad 


main where the 
rostrum. Those of lesser means turn 
to the right, to a side hall where they 
can hear the ceremony as it is trans- 
mitted through a loud speaker. 
reporters leap 

their places; their flash-bulbs shoot. 
A famous Washington hostess who 
comes out of her black Lincoln is a 


Newspaper from 


countess and belongs to the Unitar- 
ian church, but Yom Kippur is an 
important social occasion. She ac- 
companies her husband, who walks 
in her footsteps. 

The atmosphere is most festive. 
In the marble foyer the crowd as- 
sembles before separating into the 
two halls. The men give their hats 
to the cloakroom attendant. The wo- 


men slip back their furs, thus reveal- 
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backs. The total 


picture reminds one of the gala open- 


ing their fragrant 
ing of a new musical performance. 
Indeed, the synagogue appears less 
like a house of prayer and more like 
a theater. Ushers in dark suits, with 
their 

thei 


chrysanthemums _ in lapels, 


those entering to seats 


their hands printed 


show 
and press into 


programs. 


The Architecture 


\ modern American synagogue is 
not required. of course, to resemble 
in appearance the Alteneushule in 
Prague. Nevertheless. there is some- 
thing bizarre about the architecture 
of the modern American synagogues. 
The Washington synagogue is no ex- 
and not 


ception. It is not modern 


traditional. but somewhere between. 
It has been invested with every mod- 
ern technical device to make more 
pleasant for man his worship of the 
Creator: thermostats. air-condition- 
ing. seats that are upholstered and 
This new edifice is with- 
out windows. The 


artificial. But these are ancillary re- 


wide. etc. 
light is always 
marks and perhaps not important. If, 
in Israel. the people can utilize a 
movie theater for Kol Nidre there is 
no reason why in Ameriea they can- 
not build synagogues to resemble 
concert halls. 

At eight o clock sharp the doors 
are closed. In their seats the audi- 


ence. waiting in suspense. face the 


pulpit. A large orchestra readies its 
instruments: violins. cornets. drums. 
French horns, piano. and organ. 

On the is va- 


cant: that set aside for the rabbi, Dr. 


rostrum one chair 
Gerstenfeld, who stands presently. at 
the pulpit. Behind the curtain. the 
iair of the conductor 





artistic head of 
appears a bit eccentric as he raises 


his baton. Soft music rises in the 
background. The rabbi is in a white 


Lown looks like a 


Moses in an illustrated grade-school 


and picture of 


chumash. “Blessed are vou who come 


in the name of the Lord.” savs he. 


The orchestra swells. The cornets 


and French horns make their voices 
heard. Kol Nidre rises and falls from 
the throat of a cantor who is hidden 
from view. The rabbi returns to his 
armchair and is lost in thought. 


The Electronic Voice 
When the Kol Nidre 


the rabbi returns to his rostrum. His 


is finished, 


in English but 
them with 


prayers are mainly 


occasionally he flavors 
Hebrew phrases. On these occasions, 
the congregation responds with the 
English translation from _ their 
prayer books. 

Rabbi Gerstenfeld is an impres- 


looking 


him to the sacred worship not only a 


sive man. He brings with 
pleasant voice but all of the latest 
inventions of the American electron- 
ics industry which improve his voice. 
bringing forth various shadings of 


falls, all 


a dial which he 


sound, dramatic rises and 
through ihe use of 
his left hand. 
loud. soft. ete. 


His rich and musical voice flows into 


operates with cres- 


cendo, diminuendo. 
one’s ears through a series of fluid 
characterizations, sounding like that 
of James Mason. The rabbi’s prayers 
they have a 
background as in a 


are varied. Sometimes 
soft musical 
radio broadcast. sometimes dramatic 
quotations from Amos or Isaiah are 
punctuated with shofar blasts. 

At nine o'clock Rabbi Gerstenfeld 
finishes with the prayers and begins 
his sermon. for over a 
half-hour tliree 
thousand years of history. It touches 


upon every question of our day, al- 


It continues 


and reviews some 


most without exception. from Tito to 
Little Rock. the intercontinental bal- 
listic missile. the standards of Amos. 
the geophysical year. the Communist 
danger. and the Israel-Arab situa- 
tion. “The Prophet Amos, more than 
twenty-five hundred years ago. recog- 
nized these truths.” said Rabbi Ger- 
stenfeld. “and in modern times they 
are affirmed anew by Whitehead and 
Einstein.” The battle with the Com- 
battle against evil. 


munists is the 


(Continued on page 12) 
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INTERIOR OF WASHINGTON HEBREW CONGREGATION, discussed in these pages. Two 
American Presidents helped dedicate the edifice: Pres. Truman was present for the laying 
of the cornerstone, and Pres. Eisenhower attended the consecration of the sanctuary. 


(Continued from page 11) 
“We are on the side of Israel because 
Israel is a democracy and a refuge 
for the Nazi victims, and we oppose 
the Arabs because they were not 
allies of the West in the two world 


Ww ars.” 


The Ark 


The uninformed in the synagogue 
could not, throughout the entire eve- 
ning. divert their attention from the 
problem that perplexed them, the 
ark. It is a gigantic ark, covered 
with heavy marble doors, constructed 
in the form of the Ten Command- 
ments. I, too, could not throughout 
the evening put aside the concern 
over how the rabbi would open the 
huge doors and take the Torah out 
of the ark. The moment came, at the 
end of the sermon. The mystery was 
cleared and the worry set at ease. 
An invisible hand (the rabbi’s? the 
director's?) pressed an electric but- 
ton. The Ten Commandments moved 
aside. The ark was opened as though 
there were a stone at the mouth of a 
cave and in the midst of a stream of 
light there were the Torah scrolls 
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in covers. The organ peals rolled out 
in waves through the great hall. 
Rabbi Gerstenfeld stands, his hands 
raised upward, and the festive eve- 
ning ends. The congregation is 
blessed. The black Cadillacs. the 
Buicks. the Chryslers, and the Lin- 
colns gather their owners with a soft 
hum at the side of the synagogue 
and disappear into the cool night. 


An Open Letter to the 
Editor of Ha-aretz 


by Millard Cass 


W! HAVE READ with great inter 
est the article of your Wash- 
ington correspondent. Amos Aylon. 
It is dificult to determine whether 
the tone of his comments is the re- 
sult of prejudice or the usual style 
of cartoon exaggeration not to be 
taken too literally. We hope it is 
the latter. 

Your readers should know who 
were some of the people who came 
out of the cars he mentions. One 
was the head of the Israel Bond 


Drive. Another was the host for the 
special gifts meeting for the United 
Jewish Appeal. These families are 
leaders in every aspect of the char- 
itable, cultural. and intellectual life 
of the capital city of the United 
States. Among the members of the 
congregation who came to worship 
were advisers of the President of 
the United States, other top govern- 
ment officials, judges, legislators, 
and leaders in business, labor, sci- 
ence, and culture. 

The primary function of a syna- 
gogue is to serve as a House of 
Prayer. The role of a rabbi is as 
spiritual leader and teacher. Judged 
by these criteria, the Washington 
Hebrew Congregation and its rabbi, 
Dr. Norman Gerstenfeld. are both 
outstanding. Here, every Friday 
evening and Saturday morning, 
people come to pray. They find in- 
spiration to live good and _ useful 
lives. As a regular participant in 
these services, | can attest to the 
benefit we receive from them. As a 
former member of congregations 
with more traditionalist services, | 
can assure you they provided no 
greater spiritual inspiration for their 
congregants than ours do for us. 
Moreover, the charitable and cul- 
tural enterprises we support. and 
the positions of esteem which so 
many of our members hold in the 
community attest eloquently to the 
lessons we have learned in temple 
and the manner in which we have 
applied them to our daily lives. The 
test of any religious service is what 
kind of lives it leads people to live. 
By that test. our worship is of real 
value. 

The article refers to the service 
as if it were an alien concoction. It 
is in accord with the Union Prayer- 
book of American Reform Judaism. 
in which all the essentials of the 
High Holy Days are preserved. Some 
of it is translated into English, but 
the basic Hebrew framework is 
maintained. The musical themes of 
the entire service are based upon 
the oldest traditions of our heritage 
and the music was composed by Dr. 
Eric Werner. one of the world’s 
greatest musicologists. who has lec- 
tured both in Israel and at the 
Vatican. Dr. Werner composed a 
“VYizkor” service in memory of his 
parents who were killed by the Nazis. 
He was commissioned by our rabbi 
to expand this into a full holy day 
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service, based on the old traditional 
themes. It is true that we use an 
orchestral accompaniment; this is a 
return to the ancient Temple service, 
as the psalms of the Bible reveal. 
With the instrumental form, 
Leonard Bernstein is now at work 
on a Sabbath service we hope to have 
ready in the not too distant future. 

Yes, we do have many scientific 
instruments so that worshippers can 
hear and sit in comfort 
through a stimulating and inspiring 
evening and not be distracted and in- 


same 


and see, 


convenienced. 

Our building is finished with great 
simplicity. without rococo tradition- 
alism. but we face eastward, as did 
our fathers, and toward an ark that 
reminds our people of the Torah. 

Your correspondent refers to our 
rabbi as another “Billy Graham,” an 
“impressive looking man” 
sounds like James Mason. We feel 
no more need to apologize for our 
rabbi’s oratorical talents than 
should for Abba Eban’s. Both 
their gifts to promote the welfare of 
their people. and both are widely 
respected in the Washington com- 
munity. Your readers may, however. 
be interested in knowing that Rabbi 
devout scholar as 


who 


you 


use 


Gerstenfeld is a 
well as a gifted preacher. He is a 
graduate of the Hebrew Union Col- 
lege and was later Fellow in Jewish 
Philosophy. stationed at the Hebrew 
University in Jerusalem. The article’s 
reference to his Yom Kippur sermon 
reveals the wide horizon of his schol- 
arship. back to the oldest 
strands of our heritage and keeping 
abreast of the profoundest thinking 
of our own day. It also reveals that 
within the framework of American 
Jewry he brings to bear his full in- 
fluence to unify his congregation be- 
hind the support of Israel. 

Your readers will be interested to 
know of the program of adult educa- 
tion related to the sermons on the 
pulpit which our rabbi has created. 
so that the full impact of the Torah 
tradition can have new meaning for 
our generation. 

It is a lecture series where some of 
the world’s leading scholars speak 
to packed lecture halls. One year, 
speakers included Drs. Salo Baron, 
William Albright, Samuel Sandmel, 
Harry Orlinsky, Ellis Rivkin, Eugene 
Mihaly. Jacob Agus, Cecil Roth. 
Maurice Samuel. Oscar Handlin, and 
Jacob Marcus. Here is Torah in the 


going 
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modern sense. It is a Judaism that 
communicates and does not excom- 
municate, that brings to bear the in- 
sights of scholarship and appeals to 
the conscience of free men. 


The Seating Plan 

The article refers to our seating 
plan but, regretfully, in a misleading 
fashion. When the temple was to be 
built, it could have been erected by 
the generosity of a few who would 
pay for it. Instead. we made it a co- 
operative venture so that all, in ac- 
cord with their means, would give 
The seating is 
based not on income, as the article 


what they could. 
states, but on generosity. For those 
could and would not obtain 


seats. regardless of how rich or poor 


who 


they may be, seats were provided in 
an overflow service; but that is only 
for the Holy Days. During the year, 
anyone may sit anywhere. May we 
add that seats are provided in the 
sanctuary for visitors: otherwise, 
your correspondent, whom we made 
our guest without knowing who he 
was, have able to 
attend the service he described. 


would not been 

The article makes other incorrect 
references. I fear your correspondent 
has perhaps been unconsciously moti- 
vated by the desire to appeal to the 
prejudice of some readers who are 
not aware of the devout spiritual at- 
mosphere of our service. He failed 
to note our spiritual dedication: he 
was unacquainted with 
table and educational activities; he 
did not notice how many ‘of our mem- 


our chari- 


bers walked to services or drove in 
old cars. Moreover. he did not realize 
that in the United States material 
wealth is not something of which to 
be ashamed. We encourage ambition 
and achievement in our people and 
do not deprecate success. Instead of 
ridiculing those who came in chauf- 
feured limousines and furs, he 
should have noted that their material 
comforts did not make them unmind- 
ful of their spiritual needs. and that 
their social obligations did not blind 
them to their religious responsibili- 
ties. 


The congregation includes men 
and women of all social and eco- 
nomic strata. We have devised a 


formula that creates a unified con- 
gregation with a free pulpit and a 
free pew, and dedicated to the way 
of duty as children of a righteous 
God. It is a form of Judaism that 


has won a new generation of Jewry 
as well as the admiration of our 
Christian neighbors, and we have 
been able to bring to bear our friend- 
ship and good influence for the cause 
of Israel. 

There were also visiting Christian 
clergy in the Among them 
were the grandson of President Wil- 
son, the Dean of the Washington 
Cathedral, and two local Bishops 


pews. 


who have proven themselves friends 
of Israel. We practice Judaism and 
have the respect of the Christian 
community. One President of the 
United States laid the corner-stone 
of our present building, and another 
dedicated it. We are pleased to be a 
respected and integral part of the 
religious and civic life of Washing- 
ton. We believe it helps us promote 
the well-being of our members and 


of other Jews. both in the United 
States and abroad. 
My great-grandfather was an 


Orthodox rabbi in Germany and Eng- 
land. His son. my grandfather, was 
president of the famous Touro Syna- 
gogue in Newport. Rhode Island. He 
later Reform Jew, and, 
like have found spiritual 
inspiration in our services. In the 


became a 
him, I 


tolerant spirit of both my religion 
and my country, I do not ridicule 
any man’s worshipping God. There 
is no single path to Heaven, nor does 
any religion or sect of any faith have 
a monopoly on virtue. 
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RABBI BERNARD J. BAMBERGER tells 
about the speaker who said, “I’m 
going to talk until I say something.” 


ANOTHER is that of Rabbi 
Leo A. Bergman, of Touro Syna- 
gogue, New Orleans, who tells it this 
way: a speaker began by saying. 
“Before I give my talk, I want to 
say something.” 


VERSION 


RABBI AZRIEL GRISHMAN, Union Re- 
form Temple. Freeport, N. Y.. tells 
about the man who thought “S. S. 
Mein Kind” was the name of a new 
Israel ship. 
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Centenary of the Mortara Case 





American Jewry Grows Up 


N ASULTRY June evening in 1858 
O . at about 10:00 o'clock, a 
knocking was heard on the door of 
the Mortara home on the Via della 
Lame, in the city of Bologna of the 
Papal States. . . . Police had come 
to take Edgar, youngest child of the 
Jew, Momola Mortara. As an infant, 
Edgar had once been very sick and 
his Catholic nurse thought he was 
going to die. She feared he would be 
damned after death as an unbaptized 
unbeliever, so she baptized him her- 
self. Seven years later, she told this 
to a neighbor, who told a priest in 
confession. Because of his secret bap- 
tism, the Church felt that Edgar was 
a Catholic and proceeded to claim 
him for its own. 


The American Reaction to the Mor- 
tara Case (American Jewish Ar- 
chives, $4.00) is the title and subject 
of the fascinating new book by Dr. 
Bertram W. Korn, of Philadelphia, 
from which the opening quotation of 
this article has been taken. It is an 
adventure into the rapidly growing 
field of American Jewish history, an 
excellent example of the way in 
which scholars are proving that even 
apparently remote incidents from the 
past can be very important to the 
American Jew today. Dr. Korn again 
makes history come alive, as he did 
in his American Jewry in the Civil 
War and in other writings. His pic- 
ture of the Jew in the political scene 
is one example of the kind of vital 
historical research being done today. 

In 1858, the United States was on 
the eve of the Civil War. President 
Buchanan failed to make an official 
protest to the Pope over the Mortara 
kidnapping, because he knew that, 
if he admitted the right of one state 
to reprimand another for domestic 
evils, the slavery situation would 
be open for international discussion. 
This refusal made the Mortara case a 





Now a resident of New York City, 
Mrs. Eisenpreis is the wife of a 
former vice-president of Temple 


Bnai Brith, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 
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factor in the famous Lincoln-Douglas 
election contest. On election day, the 
Republican Chicago Tribune cited 
Buchanan’s inaction as a reason for 
the Jews to vote for Lincoln. “Our 
Israelitish citizens .. .” it said, “can 
expect nothing from a_pro-slavery 
administration for the very best rea- 
sons—self-interest.” 


The Jewish “Inferiority 
Complex” 

It has taken a long time until the 
study of American Jewish history ad- 
vanced far enough to produce books 
like those by Dr. Korn. The Ameri- 
can Jew was too busy getting accli- 
mated in a new land to worry about 
his history. He had a kind of inferior- 
ity complex; when he studied Fewish 
history, it was European or general 
in nature. The Jew here was not yet 
self-conscious enough to realize he 
was worth studying. In fact, it was a 
Christian, Charles P. Daly, who did 
the earliest work in this field. A 
speech of his from 1872 on the be- 
ginning of Jewish settlement in the 
United States is one of the oldest 
existing documents of its kind. 

The first effort at systematic study 
came in 1892 when the American 
Jewish Historical Society was found- 
ed. Today, with headquarters in 
New York, the organization collects 
primary source material, publishes 
books on American Jewish history, 
and issues a quarterly Publication, 
including articles on historical themes 
and reviews of recent books. For 
years the Society worked practically 
alone to stimulate scholarly and pop- 
ular interest in the past of the 
American Jew. 

In 1947 the American Jewish Ar- 
chives was established under the aus- 
pices of the Hebrew Union College, 
Cincinnati. It was founded “to collect 
the records of this great Jewish cen- 
ter (the United States) while it is 
still young, virile, and growing.” Be- 
cause of its location, it can collect 
more information from the central 
and western United States than was 


done in the past. It publishes books, 
collects documents, and prints the 
American Jewish Archives. 

In the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries much of American Jewish 
historical writing consisted of unsci- 
entific, sentimental, and vague rem- 
iniscences. Only in the last fifteen or 
twenty years did scholarly work in 
this field appear and increase in 
quantity as the American Jew discov- 
ered he had a past. In 1954 American 
Jewry celebrated its three-hundredth 
birthday. and public interest was 
dramatically focused on the history 
of the Jew in the United States. On 
September 13, 1954, the American 
Jewish Historical Society called to a 
conference on “The Writing of Amer- 
ican Jewish History” many distin- 
guished historians, Jewish and non- 
Jewish. They divided the field into 
four areas: local, economic, immi- 
gration, and biography, a good frame- 
work for any discussion of the story 
of the Jew in America. 

As Edwin Wolf, co-author with 
Maxwell Whiteman of The History 
of the Jews in Philadelphia from 
Colonial Times to the Age of Jackson, 
points out, the study of local history 
is essential before a good general 
history can be written. Facts must be 
accumulated and errors corrected on 
the local level first. Recently, the 
study of local history has been a very 
active area. A Communal History 
Series published by the American 
Jewish Historical Society includes 
The Jewish Community in Rochester 
by Stuart E. Rosenberg, The Pioneer 
Jews of Utah by Leon L. Watters, 
and others. Another excellent study 
in local history is Hyman B. Grin- 
stein’s Rise of the Jewish Community 
of New York, 1654-1860. 

All of United States history is the 
story of the arrival of immigrants on 
these shores and the process of their 
adjustment and contribution to the 
new land. Many of these immigrants 
were Jews: so no study of the Jew in 
America can omit immigration. To 
look at the gradual process of Jewish 
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immigration into the fabric of Amer- 
ican society is to understand the 
progress of America. Becoming an 
American meant more than a change 
of label; it changed the Jew as a per- 
son. A new theory sees the standard 
three-part division of immigration 
waves as only part of the picture. A 
continuous westward push exerted on 
the Jew caused some immigrants to 
come directly to America, some by 
way of Western Europe, and some 
later than others. Many studies on 
immigration are included in Jews 
from Germany in the United States, 
edited by Eric Hirshler. 

The entrance of the Jew into Amer- 
ican economic life is a process whose 
importance can only be guessed at. 
Like immigration, economic history 
is still open for a good deal of schol- 
arly exploration. In 1936 Fortune 
magazine did an economic study of 
“Jews in America.” Barry E. Sup- 
ple’s “A Business Elite: German- 
Jewish Financiers in Nineteenth-Cen- 
tury New York” was printed in the 
Business Review and presented at a 
meeting of the American Jewish His- 


torical Society. There are important 
economic studies as well in Lee 
Friedman’s Pilgrims in a New Land 
and Jewish Pioneers and Patriots. 
Still, full-length books devoted en- 
tirely to economic history are needed. 


What Happened to Mortara? 


In American Jewish biography, the 
problem is to make sure that the char- 
acter of the person studied, and not 
the mere fact of his Jewishness. make 
him worth the effort. There is no 
need to study an inferior poet, a mi- 
nor politician, or a poor playwright, 
only because they were Jewish. Jean- 
ette W. Rosenbaum’s Myer Myers, 
Goldsmith is one recent biography 
of interest because it gives an insight 
into the life of an eighteenth century 


American Jew. Simon Litman’s 
Ray Frank Litman: A Memoir, 
and Lee Friedman’s Rabbi Haim 


Isaac Karigal are other works in 
this field. 

American Judaism is growing up. 
Our community is the largest in the 
world, making history faster than it 
can write it down. We have come to 


the point where a general history can 
be written. Two books which have 
aroused much public interest in the 
history of the American Jew are 
Oscar Handlin’s Adventure in Free- 
dom: Three Hundred Years of 
Jewish Life in America and Rufus 
Learsi’s The Jews in America: a His- 
tory. Learsi especially is credited 
with the clear presentation of “a de- 
scriptive outline of the progression 
of events.” 

The American Jew has become an 
important person. For years he was 
too busy adjusting to the new world 
to study himself. Now he has come 
far enough to look back and find he 
has a past. His discovery is having 
exciting results. 

But what happened to Edgar Mor- 
tara, whose story started this article? 
Was he returned to his parents? 
What effect did his case have on 
Catholic church policy? What did it 
do to the Jews living in pre-Civil War 
America? What does it mean for us 
today? Dr. Korn’s The American Re- 
action to the Mortara Case is well 
worth reading to find out. 
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For Excitement, Exaltation 
and Exhilaration 
Plan Now to Attend the 
45th GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
of the 


UNION OF AMERICAN 
HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 


November 15-18, 1959 


Miami Beach, Florida 
* 


Convention Theme: 


“NEW FRONTIERS FOR 
REFORM JUDAISM” 


% 


Meeting Simultaneously: Twenty- 
Second Biennial Assembly of the 
National Federation of Temple 
Sisterhoods, Ninth Biennial Con- 
vention of the National Associa- 
tion of Temple Secretaries, and 
Executive Board of the National 
Federation of Temple Brother- 
hoods. 

YOUR TEMPLE OFFICE will give 
you information about how you 
can attend the Assembly as dele- 
gate, alternate, or visitor. 
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JEWISH BOOKS FOR 


by Sophia N. Cedarbaum 


HE JEWISH book field for chil- 
i} dren has made remarkable 
strides in the past few years. New 
volumes cover an ever-widening va- 
riety of interests. However, much 
more would happen in this field if 
parents would voice their demands. 

Generally speaking, the very 
young child (3 to 5) can absorb 
story matter only if it unfolds in a 
very definite beat or meter, like 
nursery rhymes. They like picture 
books and tales relating to their own 
world. Unfortunately, the Jewish 
book field has produced but few 
beautiful books of this kind. Two 
books in the general field, however, 
can be recommended. They are Tony 
Palazzo’s Story of Noah’s Ark and 
Lois Lenski’s Mr. & Mrs. Noah. 
Palazzo’s book is big, bold and dash- 
ing; while Lenski’s book is petite, 
lovable, and charming. Both make 
the Ark story understandable. 

Jane Bearman’s series on the holi- 
days (published by the UAHC) also 
meets the needs of this age group. 
Her jingles are a far cry from being 
zood poetry and her poster-like pic- 
tures will not do much toward de- 
veloping artistic appreciation. But 
she does understand the child’s need 
for involvement and she does dis- 
cuss the holidays in relation to the 
child’s own activities. 

Dorothy Kripke’s Rhymes to Play, 
a finger-play book based on Jewish 
holidays and activities, is also suit- 
able for this age group. 

As for Bible stories, many educa- 
tors agree that most children are not 
ready for many of them until they 
are at least seven. Until recently we 
have not even had properly selected 
or well-told Bible stories for chil- 
dren at all. Now we have a_ book 
which in terms of selection, writing 
and format does meet some of our 
very stringent criteria. It is Betty 
Hollender’s Bible Stories for Little 
Children. And even these should be 





Mrs. Cedarbaum is the wife of Rab- 
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used judiciously with the younger 
child. A second volume of Mrs. Hol- 
lender’s stories has just been pub- 
lished by the UAHC. 

Children from five to eight are 
ready to go beyond their immediate 
world; they have a longer attention 
span. They are more ready to receive 
information, but they still like pic- 
tures and their books must be at- 
tractively illustrated. It is also im- 
portant to remember that some of 
these children read on their own; 
therefore, the format and vocabu- 
lary must be suitably manageable 





ONE OF UAHC’s holiday series for children. 


by them. To meet the interest of 
those who like machinery we have 
Evelyn Greenberg’s Little Tractor 
Who Traveled to Israel. This is a 
nicely told and illustrated story 
about a tractor that is shipped from 
the U. S. to build a settlement in 
Israel. 

Once in a while we find a story 
that cuts across all denominational 
points of view. Such a story is Rose 
Weilerstein’s Dick, the Horse That 
Kept the Sabbath. This lovable fam- 
ily bubbles over with such joy in 
living that it does not matter in the 
least bit that their way of life is 
not in the Reform tradition. What 
does matter is that here is a happy 
Jewish family who live and respect 
life, even animal life, and are in 
turn well loved and respected by all. 

As we go along into the eight to 
eleven age bracket up we need more 


story. more incidents, even adven- 
ture. One book that meets this need 
is Judith Ish-Kishor’s Joel Is the 
Youngest, a modern story of the 
youngest of four sisters and brothers, 
who has quite a time keeping up 
with the activities of his siblings. 
A wise adult world and his Jewish 
heritage provide him with “status” 
activities in public school. 

A story in a Biblical setting, Ten 
Days Till Harvest by Elsie Ball. 
tells of the adventures of a ten-year- 
old boy who goes off to seek Micah, 
the prophet, who, he feels will be 
able to redress the wrong done his 
father. 


Into the Teens 


As children advance into the teens, 
boys’ and girls’ tastes begin to di- 
verge. Girls tend more toward fan- 
tasy and family stories; boys to- 
ward adventure and hero 
Self-identification with heroes takes 
on great significance at this time. 
Girls will sometimes read “boy” 
books, but rarely will it be 
versa. One of the best-loved series 
for girls is Sidney Taylor’s All-of-a- 
Kind Family and More All-of-a-Kind 
Family. These two delightful ac- 
counts of five sisters who lived in 
New York at the turn of the century 
have captivated the hearts of many 
a girl. 

Lorraine Beim’s Carole’s Side of 
the Street tells how a twelve-year- 
old Jewish girl handles the problem 
of anti-Semitism when she moves to 


stories. 


vice 


a new street. 

The converse of this story is Ruth 
Round’s /t Happened to Hannah. 
Despite some discrepancies in Jewish 
background, this is a good story of 
a Methodist girl who finds herself 
excluded from all social life in her 
new school until she one day dons a 
little star ornament which she finds 
in the street. 


Boys in this age group will like 
Lillian Freehof’s Stories of King 


David and Stories of King Solomon, 
extremely attractive books which are 
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» his Syiven 0. Scwertemen. $2.50. Shows had strayed from his herd and the Lorraine Berm, Carole’s Side of the 
the 10-and-11-year-olds how to par- adventures and mishaps before the Street, Harcourt, $2.50. 
ticipate intelligently and effectively in Scrolls come into Israeli hands. RutH Rowunps, /t Happened to Han- 
the great events of a Jewish lifetime— Our adolescents who want more’ nah, Dutton, $2.50. 
eens. and provides a lifetime record for the meaty reading and are chafing to LittiaN FreenHor, Stories of King 
. di. reader to fill in information about the get into adult books will find much David, Jewish Publication Society, 
fan- significant events in his own life. to keep them occupied in the bio- $2.75. 
 to- THE GOD AROUND US: A Child's graphical field. One of the best books  AzrieL E1senperc, Great Discovery, 
ries. Garden of Prayer, by Mira Pollak is probably the late. great Elma  Abelard-Schuman. $2.50. 
akes Brichtg. $1.50. Filling a long-felt need Levinger’s Albert Einstein. Personal ALAN Honour, Cave of Riches, Mc- 
‘ime. in the pre-school and kindergarten contact with Einstein’s son and dis- Graw-Hill, $2.75. 
boy” 9 see ay ste — “A er cussions with the author’s own sci- ExtmMa_ Levincer, Albert Einstein, 
vice ff <gcttcneesd = mans enpartennes of entist-son added a “tone” that is not Messner, $2.95. 
eries ff ee pecae aetna iat - found in all biographies. Also recom- Eve Merriam, Emma Lazarus, Cit- 
i +: 9 aa chee giche nani Daseetacapremuaial mended are Mrs. Levinger’s many adel. $2.75 
of-a- @ the beauty of a flower-filled field, the : = : pera es 
Kind | sharing of a neighbor’s joy. A simple other books. 
ac- poem voices the wonder and inspira- Girls who like poetry and are 
1 in tion of each event and a simple prayer seeking an interesting woman to 
i follows—in the original Hebrew, in identify with, will find rewarding 
sane English translation and in translitera- reading in Eve Merriam’s Emma 
: tion. The illustrations by Clare Romano Lazarus: Woman with a Torch. ISLAN D 12th YEAR 
aw oi Ross ag John ar nee two-page These are but a few of the better 2 CAMPS 
eae. + ie alice. tunel oa sate books available to our boys and girls 
‘ BIBLE STORIES FOR LITTLE CHILDREN, today. They are not perfect, nor 100 100 
s to Book II, by Betty R. Hollender. $2.00. are they superb literature, but they GIRLS BOYS 
The principal Bible stories from Joshua are intriguing. well-written works 
uth & through Solomon's Temple, retold in that take into account children’s AGES 
nah. | a ne viene peabeagy language needs in terms of their interests in 6 THRU 17 CAMPS 
; that has made Book | so popular. ‘ : ¥ ; . aii 
vic iT conjunction with reading levels. 
y of THIS WONDERFUL DAY: Poems of , ; : WAYNE COUNTY PENNSYLVANIA 
“ Prayer and Thanksgiving by Ilo Books Mentioned in This sat aan ial Seiad 
eae Orleans. $2.00. These prayer-poems Article wo 
sa a ¥ ry reais = “es oe Tony Patazzo, Story of Noah’s Ark, | Counsellor in Training Program 
nds shi Aanhinnite ih teen. ete Doubleday, $2.50. spared Cee nee ene 
ten by one of America’s leading verse Lois Lenskt, Mr. and Mrs. Noah, Tuition $600 (worth about $100 more) 
like writers for children and illustrated in Crowel. $1.50. For brochure write 
ing sensitive line drawings by Pelagie Jane BEARMAN, Booklets on Shabos, CHARLES W. KLEIN, Director 
On, Doane. Passover, Shovuos, Sukos, Chanukah 20A South Broadway, Yonkers, N. Y. 
are and Purim, UAHC, $.75 each. 
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Hostessing a Convention — 
A Good Experience 


Mrs. Benjamin T. Howard, Minneapolis. Minn. 


REATEST thing that ever hap- 
he pened to us!” “Wasn't it mar- 
velous?” “When will we have an- 
other one?” Such were the comments 
heard in Temple Israel of Minneapo- 
lis as the last delegate departed from 
the second Convention of NFTS Dis- 
trict 18. the Midwest Federation of 
Temple Sisterhoods. 

Two years of planning and hard 
work were over, but never had our 
Sisterhood of more than 600 mem- 
bers experienced so strong a sense of 
worth while accomplishment. Our re- 
gional afhliation had begun only two 
years before with the formation of 
MFTS, which now comprises 40 Sis- 
terhoods in Illinois, Wisconsin, Min- 
nesota. and North Dakota. 

Probably not more than 25 of our 
members had ever attended a Na- 
tional or Regional Sisterhood Conven- 
tion before. With the meetings being 
held in the Twin Cities, more than 
half of our entire membership par- 
ticipated in at least one or more Con- 
vention functions. This result alone 
makes hostessing a Convention ex- 
tremely valuable to a Sisterhood. 
Members are exposed to the stimula- 
tion of workshops conducted by Na- 
tional Sisterhood experts. They have 
the opportunity of meeting regional 





Mrs. Howard is Vice-President of the 
Department on Human Relations of 
the District and was Convention 
Chairman; she is Past President of 
Temple !srael Sisterhood, Minneapo- 
lis. 


18 


and National leaders and enjoying 
Convention speakers without the ex- 
pense and effort of traveling hun- 
dreds of miles. They have all the 
advantages of attending a convention 
and none of the disadvantages- 
Hostessing a Convention results in 
good public relations with the com- 
munity. Civic and business groups 
become aware of an organization. 
its principles and projects when it 
brings a Convention to town. We 


worked closely with the other Sister- 
hoods in our area who helped share 
the responsibility. In our own temple, 
we enjoyed the guidance of our rab- 
bis and developed closer relation- 
ships with our Board of Trustees and 
our temple staff. 

When it was over, we all agreed 
that no project. and we have under- 
taken many. had been so worth while 
from a psychological point of view. 
There was an almost miraculous 














MRS. WILLIAM J. LEFFLER, Eastchester, New York, 3rd Vice-President of NFTS, principal 
speaker at the Convention of District =18, the Midwest Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, 
in Minneapolis, Minn.; Mrs. Benjamin T. Howard, Minneapolis, Convention Chairman; Mrs. 


Herbert Hauptman, Chicago, President of the District. 
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feeling of joint responsibility. Each 
active member had the same pride 
and interest in Convention events 
that she has for a major function in 
her own home or family. This indi- 
vidual sense of responsibility brought 
forth every kind of effort from stuff- 
ing kits past midnight, to serving 
coffee at 8:30 in the morning during 
registration. Every kind of talent is 
needed to create a smooth-running 
Convention. We utilized the artist. 
the parliamentarian, the typist, the 
cook, the flower arranger, the social 
action expert, the religious school 
worker. Trains were met, prayers 
written, songs sung. speeches given. 
No excuses were offered, no recogni- 
tion sought. Where help was needed. 
it was given. This is what hostessing 
a Convention did for our Sisterhood 
and what it can do for yours. 

Our members learned Sisterhood 
know-how, experienced religious in- 
spiration and enjoyed friendly con- 
tacts. These were worth while results. 
but the sense of oneness, the loyalty. 
pride, and joy we derived from work- 
did, 
made the Convention unforgettable. 
We know that the bonds of friend- 
ship will endure, the close unity will 
last. We urge other Sisterhoods to 
undertake hostessing a Convention 


ing together selflessly as we 


and to anticipate the experience with 
enthusiasm. 


MRS. HENRY MONSKY, President of the Na- 
tional Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, 
lighting the candles at Friday night Twilight 
Services of the California School of the 
Hebrew College-Jewish Institute of Re- 
ligion. Mrs. Monsky is a resident of West 
Los Angeles, California. 
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NFTS UNDERWRITES ONE-THIRD OF MENORAH AWARD 
TO GIRL SCOUTS OF JEWISH FAITH 


N ORDER to encourage Jewish Girl 
I Scouts to become better members 
of their own religious groups, the 
Synagogue Council of America has 
undertaken to religious 
awards, like those being given by 


present 


church groups to Catholic and Prot- 
estant Scouts, to Girl Scouts of the 
Jewish faith. This award which is to 
be presented to qualified Scouts who 
fulfill prescribed requirements, will 
be known as the Menorah Award. The 
requirements for the award, drawn 
up by the Council of 
America. whose membership consists 
of the Orthodox. Conservative, and 
Reform national congregational bod- 


Synagogue 


ies, are twofold. They embrace doing 
and learning. A candidate for the 
award is expected to live a Jewish 
life by proper observance of holidays 
and ceremonies and performing daily 
mitzvoth, and is required to complete 
a course of Jewish study, which will 
not only give her some knowledge 
of her Jewish heritage but will ac- 
quaint with the 
community of today and its 


institutions. 


her, also. Jewish 


many 


If you are a parent of a Girl Scout, 
you will be interested in looking over 
the questions to learn how much a 
Girl Scout 
win and wear a Menorah Award. 


must know in order to 


Here and There in the Sisterhood World 


ACH YEAR the Sisterhood of Tus- 
E caloosa, Ala. sells Passover 
foods to accommodate those who can- 
not conveniently travel the sixty miles 
to the closest place ol purchase. 

This Sisterhood also works closely 
with the religious school. The Room 
Mother for each class helps with 
various duties throughout the year, 
class, when the 
teacher is absent. The mothers at- 
tend the teachers’ meetings so that 
they may be better prepared for their 


and teaches the 


jobs. 
% 4 

FROM MRS. J. AARON Levy of Sumter, 
S. C.. member of the NFTS Board of 
Directors. comes the following hu- 
man interest story: “One project that 
you might be interested in was car- 
ried out by our local group—it hap- 
pened just before the Holy Days. In 
a small community not too far from 
here there is one Jewish family which 
gathers together for the holidays, the 
mother reading the holiday services. 
A member of this family, an older 
woman, had recently become blind. 
Since this woman was born in Sum- 
ter. and has a few old friends here, 
I thought that it would be nice if, 
for Rosh Hashono, we could make 
a record of greetings to her, and also 
record a part of the Rosh Hashono 
service with some of the music in- 
cluded. Our Talking Books chairman 
and the rabbi worked together and 
our Holiday Choir participated. The 


radio station made the record with- 
out charge. The letters we have re- 
ceived from the whole family have 
wonderful and they in- 
that the 
played daily by our blind friend.” 


really been 


form us record has been 


The Congressional Record of May 
1, 1958. on 14006. prints the 
complete sermon delivered by Mrs. 
Neil M. Leiblich. president of Shaari 
Zedek Sisterhood of Brooklyn, at the 
Sabbath Service at the 


page 


Sisterhood 


Temple. 


EL SISTERHOOD, Cleveland O.., 
in cooperation with the South Euclid 


EMANI 


Methodist church women. had their 
“*Fas- 
cinating Fas!:ions Frequently Found 
at Confirmations. Weddings. Chris- 
tenings and Bar Mitzvahs.” With the 
Reverend Richard and 
Rabbi Alan discuss the 
differences and similarities of the re- 


best program of the year with 


Swoggers 


( yreen to 


ligious rites, a style show of apparel 
appropriate for each occasion was 
shown. 


TEMPLI Sisterhood of Dav- 
enport, Iowa, reports that its Union- 


EMANUEI 


gram Chairman, Gert Katz, has sold 
9.045 Uniongrams, and doubled her 


budget. 
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Building Materials — Sisterhood Style 


Judith M. Barnet, President of Temple Emanuel Sisterhood, 


VERY YEAR Sisterhood is con- 

fronted anew with the challenge 
of planning programs for a mem- 
bership, jaded by a wealth of enter- 
tainment. How can a Sisterhood, 
armed as it is with a unique spiritual 
heritage, translate that elusive quality 
into a dynamic, appealing tonic for 
its membership through its meetings? 
We feel that our Sisterhood’s solution 
to this problem is so challenging that 
it should be shared with all. 

At a meeting of the program com- 
mittee of the Sisterhood, on a lazy 
summer afternoon by the sea_ in 
Swampscott, Mass., an exciting idea 
was born. The Sisterhood was enter- 
ing a year in which the major ener- 
gies of the congregation were bound 
to be caught up in the drive for a 
temple building. It was inevitable 
that the congregants would be sub- 
merged in details of the problems of 
finance, form, and facade. We decided 
to combine the immediate practical 
issues with the universal precepts of 
a five-thousand-year-old faith, in plan- 
ning our program. 

Sisterhood would build the build- 
ing in its own way, not only helping 
financially with a 5-year pledge of 
$25,000, but by creating a living 
House of God out of cold steel and 
stone. But how was this to be done? 
Each meeting would be devoted to a 
subject that could be symbolized by 
a physical feature of a building. this 
symbol to be added to a large draw- 
ing of an imaginary temple, as each 
meeting took place. Thus, the draw- 
ing of a building in outline at the 
first meeting began to take on added 
features, meeting by meeting, until 
we could proudly display a finished 
product at the end of the year. 

The next problem was to evolve 
meetings that would both capture the 
interest of our members and lend 
themselves to our plan. Windows, the 
eyes of a building, were added at the 
first meeting when through a discus- 
sion on the United Nations and World 
Peace (October is U.N. month) we 
opened the windows of the mind upon 
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Swampscott, Mass. 





SHOWING details of Temple Emanuel Sisterhood’s “Imaginary Temple” to Sisterhood 
President, Mrs. Robert Barnet, is Mrs. Burton Machinist, Program Chairman for 1957-58 
and developer of the Building Theme. Not present is Mrs. Arthur Schwartz, Program and 
Publicity Committee artist, who executed the design. 


this important subject. Next. a puffing 
chimney was added to the building 
to illustrate a panel discussion on the 
home as a source of emotional sta- 
bility for the child—for the hearth is 
the heart of the home and the Jewish 
home is the heart of the temple. 

Exterior decor to symbolize art and 
culture was added to the building 
when one of our own members dis- 
cussed the history of the Jewish 
dance. An NFTS speaker developed 
our relationship to NFTS, and a meet- 
ing devoted to the local Jewish com- 
munity buildings demonstrated that 
the temple is a part of the larger 
community. To symbolize a_ lively 
panel on “An Evaluation of Religious 
Freedom” by distinguished Catholics 
and Jews. we proudly affixed the Tab- 
lets of the Law over our temple’s 
doors. 

The crowning touch to our model 
was the continuous addition of tiny 
bricks to the outside walls. each bear- 
ing the name of a Sisterhood member 
who had contributed time and energy 
to Sisterhood activities during the 
year. 


Now at last, with doors and win- 
dows, chimney, decor. a setting in 
the community, and the traditional 
emblems of our faith adorning our 
building, we could point to the effects 
of our year’s work, illustrated by our 
symbolic temple. Perhaps our dream 
of a building whose very walls would 
echo the heritage of Judaism would 
have real significance in our congre- 
gation’s future. With our woman’s 
tool box of paper and paints we have 
proclaimed what a living House of 
God is, and how it can be built. 





PLEASE NOTE 


By action of the Executive 
Committee of NFTS, there will 
be available a published sup- 
plement to the Manual for Sis- 
terhoods which brings the Man- 
ual up-to-date. All who have 
purchased Sisterhood Manuals 
should write to NFTS for their 
complimentary copy of the sup- 
plement. 
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The Creative You — Theme of Annual 
Meeting of NFTS District No. 3 


O ENCOURAGE Sisterhoods in de- 
inhi the creative potential 
of its individual members, a special 
program was planned for the annual 
meeting of NFTS District #3, the 
New York Federation of Temple Sis- 
terhoods. The theme, “The Creative 
You.” was developed in three phases. 
The Beauty around You; the Beauty 
within You; The Beauty You Create. 

Exhibits of Uniongram 
ceramics, tablecloths, and Torah 
covers made by Sisterhood women 
were set up in the foyer of Temple 
Rodeph Sholom. New York. where 
the meeting took place. NFTS and 
UAHC publications were also on ex- 
hibit, as were a number of interesting 
Judaica Shop objects. The room in 
which the luncheon was served con- 
tained paintings and sculpture by 
recognized Jewish women. The tables 
with their floral arrangements and 
decorations illustrating women of the 
Bible and various Sisterhood projects 
were arranged by the Sisterhoods of 
Temple Israel of New Rochelle and 
Temple Beth El of Great Neck. These 
attractive and significant exhibits 
added to the “beauty that is around 
us.” Miss Rose Lischner, a dramatic 
dance teacher at the Hebrew Union 
College-Jewish Institute of Religion. 
with two of her pupils, demonstrated 
the beauty of motion through three 
unusual dance-dramas_ interpreting 
Biblical stories. 

The Sisterhood of Temple Rodeph 
Sholom was hostess at the luncheon 
to the 310 delegates and visitors from 
76 Sisterhoods, at which Mrs. David 


sheaves. 


Levitt, Sisterhood of Temple Beth El, 
Great Neck, spoke on “The Beauty 
within You.” She spoke of how she 
became aware of the beauty within 
herself which she could transmit to 
others. Her talk stimulated table dis- 
cussions which were guided by 
trained leaders. From illustrations of 
the “Beauty around You” and dis- 
cussions on the “Beauty within You,” 


the program continued on to the 
third phase, “The Beauty You 


Create.” 

For this feature. the women were 
divided into eight Buzz Sessions. Each 
group planned a complete program 
for a specific month—from the ad- 
vance publicity through the presenta- 
tion, including original prayers. table 
As a result 
of these sessions, eight programs have 
been sent to each of the District’s 105 
Sisterhoods which they may adapt for 


decorations and exhibits. 


their own use. 


At the closing session Mrs. Na- 
thaniel Hess and Mrs. Eugene 


Borowitz demonstrated their own cre- 
ativity by singing a number of en- 
tertaining and clever songs appro- 
priate to Sisterhood, which they wrote 
and set to popular music. Again, the 
purpose was not to entertain, but to 
demonstrate the “creative you.” 
Mrs. LeRoy Glauber of Rockville 
Centre is president of the district. 
Mrs. Howard Kane of Sisterhood of 
Temple Israel, New Rochelle, was 
the over-all Chairman and Mrs. Na- 
thaniel Hess of Sisterhood of Com- 
munity Synagogue. Port Washington, 
was Program Chairman of the day. 


WITH NFTS DISTRICT FEDERATION 


Fase successful Caravan was 
conducted at Temple Mt. Sinai 
in E] Paso by pistrict 222, the Texas- 
Oklahoma Federation of Temple Sis- 
terhoods. Taking part in the all-day 
meeting were Mrs. Bernard Bitter- 
man, District Vice-President. Mrs. 
Robert I. Ross, District Treasurer. 
and Mrs. Edward S. Stern, immedi- 
ate Past President of Temple Eman- 
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uel Sisterhood of Dallas. The three 
women of the team were all from 
Dallas. Mrs. Jerry Harris of El Paso, 
Program Chairman for the day and 
a member of the Board of Directors 
of NFTS. that. “The 


Caravan was an impetus to the El 


commented 


Paso Sisterhood which is very grate- 


ful to the District for sending it.” 


Mrs. LeRoy Robins of Washington, 
D.C., was elected President of pis- 
TRIct #8, the Mid-Atlantic Federa- 
tion of Temple Sisterhoods, at the 
recent convention of the District held 
in Alexandria, Va. ‘YES’ to 
Judaism” was the theme of the con- 


Say 


vention. 
DISTRICT #5 held an area meeting for 


Western Pennsylvania in Sharon 


which featured a leadership training 
course conducted by Miss Jane Evans, 
Executive Director of NFTS. 





FROM LEFT (seated): Mrs. Bernard P. Bit- 
terman and Mrs. Robert |. Ross; (standing) 
Mrs. Edward C. Stern, members of a Cara- 
van from NFTS District #22, the Texas- 
Oklahoma which visited Mt. 
Sinai Sisterhood in El Paso. 


Federation 


NFTS BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS TO MEET 


HE Boarp of of the 
National Federation of Temple 
Sisterhoods will meet at the Union 
House of Living Judaism-Berg Me- 
morial in New York, the week of May 
1. Items on the agenda will include 
the reports of NF TS Departments and 
Committees. the adoption of a budget 
for the 1959-60 fiscal year and the 
Biennial Convention of NFTS to be 
held at Miami Beach, Florida, No- 
vember 14-19, 1959. 
The Eden Roc Hotel will be the 
NFTS Convention 


order to allow Sisterhood delegates 


Directors 


headquarters in 


and visitors to be closer to the Fon- 
tainebleau Hotel which will house the 
Convention of the parent 
body. the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations. This change in Sis- 
terhood plans was voted by the NFTS 
Executive Committee. 


activities 
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“Boiler Room” 


Gets Houston Members 


by J. J. Gaitz 


President, Brotherhood of Temple Emanu-El 


EMPLE EMANU-EL Brotherhood, 
iL aware that membership is the life 
blood of a strong men’s club, is proud 
to have increased its membership last 
year from 421 to 507. With this in- 
crease of over 20%, the brotherhood 
ranked third in the large club class 
in the NFTB membership drive. This 
accomplishment was achieved only 
by hard work and a well organized 
campaign. 

This year we raised our brother- 
hood’s annual dues from $6 to $10. 
Many members felt this would result 
in a marked decrease in membership. 
We pointed out that running a 
brotherhood is not a commercial un- 
dertaking and must provide a spirit- 
ual lift, a social hub, a rallying point 
for the men of the congregation. 

The first step in our drive concen- 
trates on membership renewals. Dur- 
ing the early months of the fiscal 
year, the campaign is supervised by 
our treasurer, who, in cooperation 
with our membership chairman, sends 
out regular monthly statements to 
past members. 

Each year our temple membership 
grows by some 100 to 120 families. 
Therefore, the second phase of our 
campaign is aimed at contacting, 
welcoming and signing up every 
member who joins the congregation. 
These early campaign stages are co- 
ordinated with a well planned pub- 
licity program. 


22 


Plan 





Each year we kick off our fall sea- 
son with two big events, applying the 
theory that you have to spend money 
to make money. We hold a 
dinner and program, free to all male 
members of the congregation. As a 
result of this affair we sign up many 
new members. At our Annual Yom 
Kippur Dance, attended by 600, a 


new silver dollar is presented to each 


stag 


paid up member of the brotherhood. 
Many pay their dues that night. 

Through our “clean up” operation 
every male member of the congrega- 
tion who hasn’t already paid his cur- 
rent year’s dues is invited to join the 
men’s club. This means we must con- 
tact an average of 700 men. 

We apply the techniques of that 
great sales institution known as the 
“boiler room.” In its raw form, the 
boiler room is a large floor space 
almost entirely inhabited by tele- 
phones, manned by fast talking. high 
pressure salesmen. For some years 
now, Temple Emanu-E] Brotherhood 
has been adept in the more worthy 
aspects of the boiler room process as 
a means of selling God’s work to 
our members. 

We start this operation in October 
with teams of ten men working sev- 
eral nights a week on the phone. The 
men selected are carefully screened 
and are equippd with a prepared 
script to cover the situation quickly 
and effectively. The script contains 


an introductory statement and the 
answers to the standard objections 
usually voiced, such as, “I haven’t 
time for brotherhood work” or “I’m 
not a joiner.” Our answers are 
friendly, courteous and brief. 

It works like a charm. We had 
as many as 160 men join the brother- 
hood in one month, 

The treasurer is present at each 
telephone session. As soon as an af- 
firmative reply is received that pros- 
pect’s statement together with a letter 
of thanks is mailed that evening. 

We like the “boiler room” tech- 
nique. It’s heart warming how the 
workers turn out and work hard to 
get the job done. 

What motivates them and keeps 
them going until the job is com- 
pleted? We are carried along by the 
pleasure of being on the winning 
team, by the excitement and good 
fellowship which knits together a 
body of men who have qualities 
which produce champions. It’s the 
will to win for the sake of winning. 
But back of this is the drive which 
makes men of good will want to add 
their efforts to the sum total of work 
being done for the temple, for Ju- 
daism and for God, 


Wind the strength 
for your life... 





Religion In American Life Program 
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Achievement Award 
Winners Announced 


achievement by individual temple 
brotherhoods in 1957-58. the NFTB 
Board announced at its Fall meeting 
in Denver winners of the Fein, War- 
tell. Lyons and Baum Plaques. 


L RECOGNITION of outstanding 


The Fein Plaque. awarded annu- 
ally to the outstanding club with a 
membership of 300 or more. was won 
by North Shore Congregation Israel 
Men’s Club, Glencoe, Ill. The plaque 
was donated by Louis Fein, Temple 
Israel Brotherhood. New York. in 
memory of his wife. Jeanne H. Fein. 

The Wartell Plaque. for the best 
brotherhood with a membership un- 
der 300: was given to Brotherhood 
of Central New York. 
The plaque was the gift of Gerald L. 
Wartell, Temple Sholom Men’s Club. 
Chicago. in memory of his father, 
Samuel B. Wartell. 

The Lyons Plaque. awarded to the 
outstanding brotherhood with a mem- 
bership of 200 or less, was won by 
Mt. Sinai Brotherhood, Sioux City, 
lowa. Julian NFTB Board 
member. Lincoln, Neb.. donated the 
plaque in memory of his parents, 


Synagogue, 


Lyons, 


Julius and Frances Lyons. 

The Achievement Awards Com- 
mittee, chairmanned by DeWitt B. 
Bayer. NFTB Board member, Chi- 
cago. selected the winners from en- 
trees submitted by 46 brotherhoods 
in the three club classes. Judging 
was based on exceptional perform- 
ance in nine categories: Jewish Chau- 
tauqua Society. service to the temple. 
adult education. youth activities. 
membership. contribution to regional 
brotherhood activities. community re- 
lations. general programming, and 
other activities and projects. 

The Glencoe brotherhood achieved 
158% of its JCS quota in 1957-58. 
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It donated a set of prints of the six 
JCS movies on the Jewish holidays to 
the temple. This brotherhood sup- 
ports the temple library with an an- 
nual contribution, supplies ushers for 
all religious services and temple 
functions, and renders outstanding 
service to its temple youth. Excelling 
in the field of adult education, the 
brotherhood sponsors a comprehen- 
sive four-phase program comprised 
of study courses, a Sunday Breakfast 
Club, weekend returns and a lecture 
forum. It sponsors a Passover Seder, 
to which students and faculty of a 
theological seminary are invited, and 
a program for armed services per- 
sonnel. 

Winner in the medium club class, 
Central Brotherhood 
raised more than double its Chautau- 


Synagogue 





qau quota, provided ushering service 
for the temple. conducted ‘a brother- 
hood Sabbath, sponsored a temple 
attendance project and Bible class. 
In addition to giving financial sup- 
port to the UAHC Camp for Living 
Judaism, this club sponsors a Boy 
Scout troop, Cub Scout pack and 
Explorer post. It provides religious 
programs at a school for the deaf 
and sponsors music appreciation and 
photography courses and an art ex- 
hibit. 

Winner in the small club class, 
Mt. Sinai Temple Brotherhood last 
year achieved 180% of its JCS quota. 
It successfully carried out a project 
to landscape the grounds of the 
new temple. The men’s club provides 
ushering service. sponsors a youth 
group and participates in the com- 
munity observance of National 
Brotherhood Week. Ranking seven- 





teenth in the NFTB 


drive with an increase of 23%, Mt. 


membership 


Sinai was one of a few brotherhoods 
which voluntarily paid the national 
per capita dues increase retroactive 
to 1957-58. 

\ special new plaque. donated by 
DeWald Baum, NFTB Board mem- 
ber. Los Angeles, to be awarded an- 
nually to the outstanding brother- 
hood in the country for JCS achieve- 
ment, was given to Temple Beth Fl 
Brotherhood of Great Neck, N. Y. 
Under the able leadership of the 
JCS chairman, M. Hiram Kagan, the 
club raised nearly three times its 
quota, and secured 700 individual 
JCS members for a total of $8112, 
the largest amount raised for JCS 
by any club in the country. 

A bronze plate is engraved with 
the name of the annual winner and 
affixed permanently to each plaque. 
A replica of each plaque also is pre- 
sented for the winning club’s perma- 
nent possession. 

Certificates for outstanding per- 
formance were awarded to Beth El 
Brotherhood of Great Neck, N. Y.. 


and the Men’s Club of Temple 
Emanu-E] B’ne Jeshurun, Milwau- 
kee. in the large club class; Temple 


Emanuel Brotherhood, Beverly Hills, 
and Temple Beth El Men’s Club, 
San Antonio, in the medium class, 
and Temple Beth David Men’s Club, 
Philadelphia and the Men’s Club of 
Temple Sinai, Forest Hills, N. Y., in 
the small club class. 


Regional Office 
in Los Angeles 


A West Coast regional office for the 
temple brotherhoods will be opened 
soon in Los Angeles. A full time 
regional director is being engaged. 
The office will be set up in the UAHC 
suite in the Jewish Community Build- 
ing. at 590 N. Vermont Ave. no later 
than September 1. 





PROFILES 


about men who have 
rendered outstanding 


service to brotherhood 


O NE OF THE MOST dynamic leaders 
of the Temple Brotherhoods is 
Harold W. Dubinsky. of St. Louis. 
Now an honorary member of the 
NFTB Board, he was president from 
1951-55 and chancellor of the Jewish 
Chautauqua Society from 1950-51. 
His administration was a period of 
vast growth for Brotherhood and 
Chautauqua. 

Two major accomplishments of his 
administration stand out. One was a 
“War On Indifference” to mobilize the 
membership against religious leth- 
argy. This resulted in the develop- 
ment of a Temple Attendance Kit, 
containing numerous and widely used 
suggestions and materials for increas- 
ing attendance at worship services. 

The second accomplishment was 
the projection of the Jewish Chautau- 
qua Society's approach, for better un- 
derstanding and appreciation of Jews 
by Christians, to the mass audience of 
the country on television through the 
production of motion pictures about 
Judaism. To date, the Society has pro- 
duced eight of these movies, and they 
have had more than 3000 telecasts on 
over 400 stations and a similar num- 
ber of group showings. 

Mr. Dubinsky is chairman of a new 
Commission for Interfaith Activities. 
comprising equal representation from 
the Union of American Hebrew Con- 
gregations, the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis and the Jewish 
Chautauqua Society. The Commission 
seeks to coordinate, strengthen and 
expand inter-faith activities of the Re- 
form movement. 

Harold Dubinsky’s service to Re- 
form Judaism has been most impres- 
sive. He has served as president of 
Temple Israel in St. Louis, one of the 
largest congregations in the country, 
and has been leading for some years 
his congregation's efforts to relocate 
in a $2,250,000 new temple building. 
He is past president of his men’s club 
and honorary president of the Tem- 
ple Men’s Clubs of St. Louis. He is a 
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Harold W. Dubinsky 


member of the Board of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregatigns. 

Mr. Dubinsky is in the real estate 
business, and comes from a family 
long known in St. Louis for commu- 
nity service. He and his charming 
wife, Myra, have a son and two daugh- 
ters. Their oldest daughter, Susan, re- 
cently was married to David Terris 
and lives in New York. 

\ graduate of the University of 
Wisconsin in 1929. Harold was an 
outstanding ice-skater in his youth. 
Today, at the age of 50 he keeps in 
trim by an occasional round on the 
golf course, when he can find time off 
from his many philanthropic inter- 
ests. 

As president of the NFTB, Harold 
Dubinsky travelled throughout the 
country to inspire and direct brother- 
hoods to greater heights of service. 
He has written numerous articles in 
American Judaism, the NFTB Serv- 
ice Bulletin and the old Jewish Lay- 
man. He still maintains his strong in- 
terest and leadership in the work. In 
the ten years he has been on the 
NFTB and JCS Boards he has never 
missed a meeting. 

He is a leader who sets high stand- 
ards of efficiency for others to follow. 
He is zealous in his desires for the ad- 
vancement of Reform Judaism and 
creative and imaginative in the devel- 
opment of constructive ideas. He ap- 
proaches most campaigns he under- 





takes with the vigor of a crusade. He 
has struggled constantly to raise the 
level of brotherhood programming. 

In October of 1956 Mr. Dubinsky 
was honored as Man-of-the-Year by 
the St. Louis Federation of Reform 
Jewish Temples at a dinner meeting 
which raised $27.000 for the Com- 
bined Campaign of the UAHC and the 
HUC-JIR. 

Although he is a JCS life member 
himself, as is his wife and son, Henry, 
he organized at the Fall Board meet- 
ing in Denver a new club comprised 
of members who pledged $250 a year 
for life to the Jewish Chautauqua So- 
ciety. He made the first pledge him- 
self and six others immediately fol- 
lowed his example. 

The philosophy that has motivated 
Harold Dubinsky’s intensive work for 
the movement was expressed in his 
remarks on leaving office as NFTB 
president at the XVIth Biennial Con- 
vention in New Orleans in November 
of 1955, when he said: 

“My motivation for my years of in- 
tense activity on local and national 
levels has been to do everything pos- 
sible to make the Temple the center 
of Jewish life. I see signs of achieve- 
ment in this effort. I see progress to- 
ward overcoming the materialism and 
secularism which have for some years 
been elbowing the synagogue toward 
the sidelines. Materialism and secu- 
larism are paltry substitutes for a 
great universal religion. 

“Let us never stop asking, never 
stop searching, never stop self analy- 
sis that we may somehow do a better 
job. Let us make progress, because 
innately we have a deep belief in our 
liberal Judaism and its teaching of the 
brotherhood of man.” 

Harold Dubinsky has many talents 
to give as a lay leader in Reform Juda- 
ism today and the inclination and the 
desire to render effective service. May 
he long continue this blessed work! 


Welcome, 
New Affiliates 


Plainview, N.Y., MEN’S CLUB OF 


TEMPLE BETH ELOHIM., Pres., 
Leonard Kluger; Detroit, Mich., 
TEMPLE EMANU-EL MEN’S 


CLUB, Pres., Albert Lieberman: 
Sharon, Mass... TEMPLE SINAI 
BROTHERHOOD, Pres.. Theodore 
H. Shamitz: Festerville, Pa.. TEM- 
PLE ZION MEN’S CLUB. Pres., 
Harry Volinsky. 
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Golden Age Club Makes Life 
For Old Folks More Livable 


by Edward W. Ginsburg. Vice President 


Men’s Club of Stephen Wise Free Synagogue, New York 


LL PEOPLE, regardless of age, 
have psychological needs, but 
special factors must be recognized in 
the consideration of older people’s 
needs. The Golden Age Club of 
Stephen Wise Free Synagogue, New 
York City, has organized a construc- 
tive program of activity for men and 
women who previously retreated from 
their community because of a feeling 
of rejection. 

The 175 men and women of our 
Golden Age Club come to us with 
varying backgrounds and energies. 
\ lifetime of experience and talents 
are ours to channel into activities 
that vitalize their love of living and 
joy in accomplishment. Building on 
that. we have created a place where 
these older people are able to con- 
tribute and grow. 

Just as our club functions under 
the auspices of the synagogue. other 
clubs might well be inaugurated and 
sponsored by brotherhoods. In those 
temples where no Golden Age Club 
exists, and where a brotherhood seeks 
a positive new program to enhance 
its prestige. a Golden Age Club be- 
comes a definite contribution to the 
congregation. 

In dealing with older people we 
must appreciate their needs, which 
include recognition, social accept- 
ance, status and an opportunity for 
creative expression. In many _ in- 
stances. their creative abilities have 
been ignored and stifled. Physically, 
socially and emotionally many older 
people have become burdens to them- 
selves. their families, and their com- 
munity. Some live alone in furnished 
rooms, with few or no family ties, 
and an occasional park bench conver- 
sation with strangers is the extent 
of their social contacts. 

Recent discoveries contradict the 
common thinking that age is a matter 
of chronology; that old age is a 
period of uselessness. We can no 
longer reject the older person as too 
old to participate in the life around 
him, nor assume that mental or physi- 
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cal deterioration is characteristic of 
old age. 

Fortunately, there is a growing in- 
terest in the needs of older people, 
which is taking form 
through the development of activity 


concrete 


programs for them. It is because of 
our interest and belief in these needs, 
that our Golden Age Club was organ- 
ized. We are proving that older peo- 
ple have the capacity and strength 
to be 
thing to do that has a meaning for 
them. We are providing them with 
the stimulation that is so essential to 


useful by giving them some- 


the preservation of mental, physical 
and social vigor. 

We classes in 
jewelry, metal and leather 
needlework, knitting, painting and 
sculpturing. are 
groups. lectures and classes in educa- 
tion. There are parties and entertain- 
ment. The members sing, play musi- 
cal instruments and dance. They plan 
picnics, boat rides and trips to var- 
ious places of interest. They make 


ceramics, 
craft. 


have 


There discussion 


friends. They visit and help one an- 
other. In fact. some even find romance 


again. 


Association with the group makes 
for a steady recovery from loneliness 
and frustration. Through achievement 
in some phase of the program, the 
older person gains status within his 
group and frequently with members 
of his family. He gets back some of 
his dignity and has a place to go, a 
reason to dress and prepare himself 
for association with other people. He 
forgets his aches and pains. 

\ recent study of clinic attendance 
discloses a reduction of 50% to 70% 
in visits to clinics by older persons 
involved in programs such as ours. 
Even members with cardiac, circula- 
tory or physical disorders use their 
remaining strengths constructively. 

We try to develop a climate of 
warmth and acceptance, a relaxed at- 
mosphere. conducive to giving these 
older people confidence in their abil- 
ity to function again as members of 
society. May I. as chairman of the 
club in their behalf. say how happy 
they are with the program and how 
grateful they are to the mem- 


deeply g 
rabbis. 


bers of our synagogue, our 
our program director and our won- 
derful core of volunteers who are so 
devoted to the project. 

We all have a stake in the problems 
of the aged, as individuals and as 
community. These 
people are a challenge to us. I am 
confident that. with help and encour- 
agement. our efforts in this work will 


members of our 


lead to a lasting contribution to the 


our com- 


welfare of the aged in 
munity. 








Jewish Chautauqua Society 








Adelstein Makes Grandson 
First Junior Life Member 


Morris E. Adelstein, Denver NFTB 
Board member, introduced at the 
Fall Board meeting a Junior Life 
Membership in the Jewish Chautau- 
gua Society, to be taken out in the 
name of a child, such as by parents 
or grandparents. Payments would be 
prorated between the child’s age and 
21. Mr. Adelstein took out the first 
one for his grandson and wrote him 
the following letter: 


Dear Danny: 

Two days ago you celebrated your 
ith birthday. for which I want to con- 
gratulate you. 

Some of these days you will know. 
if you don’t already. that you were 
born in the Jewish faith. There are 
a lot of people. who in the past (and 
I’m afraid. in the future) have mis- 
understood what Jews are. what their 
heritage is, what they stand for. 

There is an organization called the 
Jewish Chautauqua Society, which 
undertakes to educate these people 
who misunderstand us, and so try to 
combat hatred bred thereof. 

It costs money for the administra- 
tion of such an educational program. 
a function of which is to send rabbis 
and lecturers to universities. publish- 
ing books, making movies. to show 
how Jews live and what they stand 
for. 

I would like to have you become 
part of this movement. Possibly you 
won't understand all these things at 

this time, but as you grow older. you 
will, and so I am enrolling you 2s a 
Life Member of the Jewish Chautau- 
qua Society. 

It would be meaningless to hand 
you, at this time, a document saying 
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you are a Lifé Member, so here is 
what I am doing for your birthday: 

\ life membership costs $1000. Be- 
tween now and the time you reach 
your majority of 21 years. I will send 
an annual payment to apply on your 
membership. and when you become 
21 years old, you will be a fully paid 
up life member of JCS. In the inter- 
vening years you will receive periodic 
information from JCS regarding their 
activities, which will be helpful to 
vou. 

Wishing you many. many, many 
happy returns on your birthday, I 
am, with much love. 


Your grandfather, 


MORRIS E, ADELSTEIN 





Educational Project of the Temple Brotherhoods 


Nine New JCS 
Life Members 


Nine new $1000 life memberships 
in the Jewish Chautauqua Society 
were announced recently. bringing 
the total to 200. They are: Oscar 
Bresnick. Boston: Philip A. Lehman. 
Baltimore: David Grimes. Denver: 
Kurt H. Schweitzer. Oklahoma City: 
Cong. Beth Ahabah Brotherhood. 
Richmond, Va.: in honor of Rabbi 
Julius J. Nodel, Portland. Oregon: 
Central Synagogue Men’s Club in 
honor of Herbert Schwarz. New 
York: Men's Assn. of Cong. Rodeph 
Sholom. New York. in honor of Dr. 
Louis I. Newman, and Dr. Robert M. 
Phillips. Boston. 


School Teacher Leaves 
$1000 Bequest to JCS 


Mrs. Archie Taylor. a former 


Denver school teacher. recently left a 
$1000 bequest in her will to the Jew- 
ish Chautauqua Society. 


& 


LIFE MEMBER GETS ANOTHER — When a JCS life membership plaque was presented to 
Temple Beth Israel Brotherhood, Portland, Ore., at the Western Regional Convention of 
Temple Brotherhoods November 8, six members of the brotherhood took out another one 
in honor of Rabbi Julius J. Nodel. L to r. are Eugene Faveluke, convention chairman: 
J. Robert Arkush, NFTB president; Abe Vidgoft, brotherhood president, and Rabbi Nodel. 
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JCS Holiday Movie Inspires 


Chicago Newspaper Column 


After a Chicago telecast of “With 
All Thy Heart.” the Jewish Chau- 
tauqua Society movie about the High 
Holy Days, the following article ap- 
peared September 25, 1958 in the 
Hollister newspapers in the Chicago 
Vorth Shore suburban communities 
of Glencoe, Wilmette and Winnetka. 


Dear Mazie: 
Recently. quite by chance. and 
mostly because I was too lazy to get 
up and change the television pro- 
gram. | watched a program on the 
Atonement.” 


similar day 


Jewish “Day of 
I don’t know of any 
in our Christian religion but I think 
it would be a very good one to have. 
The Day of Atonement. as I now 
understand it. is the day each year 
when each person takes accounting of 
himself. Not of the other fellow. or 
the world about him. but an honest 
accounting of his own words and ac- 
tions for the past year. 
Have I lied? Have I 
Have I hurt any one in word or 
deed? Have I been kind? Have I been 
Have | under- 
standing and forgiving? Have I borne 


cheated? 


sympathetic ? been 
any grudges or sought revenge? 

And as you sit alone and think 
back through your words and deeds 
for the past admit 
failings to yourself. You don’t try 


year. you your 
to rationalize them nor excuse them. 
You make a vow to yourself to undo 
as much as you can of the harm 
you have done—and as Jesus taught 
“Go and sin no more.” 

The story on TV was dramatized. 
It showed a Jewish family and 
their problems. The husband had 
quarreled bitterly with a relative and 
business associate. 

The family went to their temple 
together on the Day of Atonement. 
They listened to their rabbi. They 
listened to the music and they looked 
deep into themselves. Afterward the 
husband apologized to his relative. 

Simple things. of course. but the 
sort of every day incidents in the 
lives of most people in their asso- 
ciation with family, friends and busi- 
ness. Perhaps a few days later they'll 
err in the same direction again—but 
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at least they have looked at them- 
selves and tried to do better. 
A Davy of the Jewish 


people should be proud that such a 


Atonement 


day is part of their religion. 
You know. Maze. 


really a wonderful thing. An educa- 


television is 


tion in understanding other people. 
I guess we all get fed up with the 
long winded commercials. I find my- 
self saying. “Bunk. Bosh and Hog- 
wash” to many of the high pressure 
sales talks we have to contend with. 
[ get tired of the endless “shootin, 
killin’ and 


numerous Westerns. but everything 


ridin’”” in the all too 


has its compensations. and it is won- 
derful to think we have this medium 
to tell us about other people, their 
religions. their ways of life. 
Without 
have understood or thought about the 
meaning of the Jewish “Day of 
Atonement” —something that we all 
need occasionally to pull us up out 


television I would never 


of our smugness and self satisfaction. 


Yours week, 


til next 


MITZI 


NFTB Board Will Meet 
April 11-14 in Baltimore 

The Spring NFTB Board meeting 
will be held April 11-14 at the Lord 
Baltimore Hotel, Batimore. Md. The 
annual open meeting of the Balti- 
Brother- 
hoods will tie in Sunday night, April 
12, at Baltimore Hebrew Congrega- 


more Council of Temple 


tion. Congressman Brooks Hays, of 
Little Rock, Ark., will be the princi- 
pal speaker. Board members of the 
Baltimore and Washington temple 
brotherhoods are being invited to at- 
tend a reception and dinner and the 
meeting of the National 
Board Saturday night, April 11. 


opening 


1960 Biennial 
at Houston 

Plans are under way for the 
XVIIIth NFTB Biennial Convention 
November 17-20. 1960 at the Sham- 
rock-Hilton Hotel in Houston, Texas. 
The number of delegates affiliated 
brotherhoods are entitled to assign is 
based on their paid membership. The 
host brotherhoods of temples Beth 
Israel and Emanu-El are arranging 
an outstanding program of entertain- 
ment. under the general chairman- 
ship of Lewis A. Lowenstein, NFTB 


Board member. 





PURIM MOVIE—Staats Cotsworth and Beverly Lunsford, popular actors of the Broadway 
stage, have featured roles in “Change of Heart,’ the dramatic JCS movie about Purim. 
It will be telecast throughout the country around the time of the holiday, which comes 


March 24 this year. 


to 
co | 





Who Is a Jew? 


by Marvin J. Silberman 


CURRENT FUROR in _ Israel 
over the question “Who Is a 
Jew?” is an issue of and for Israeli 
law, and does not involve the Jews 
of America. However, it is worth 
while to take this question out of 
its Israeli context and to ask it in 
the light of our own patterns and 
commitments. 

Who, ther, among us, is a Jew? 

Is he « Jew who was born of 
Jewish parents but does not profess 
the faith? 

Is he a Jew who professes the faith 
but stands outside the synagogue? 

Is he a Jew who gives his main loy- 
alty, and energy. to Jewish secular 
causes and none to religious Juda- 
ism? 

Is he a Jew who does justly, loves 
mercy, walks humbly with his God 
but in his own way. unrelated to the 
Jewish religious community? 

Personally. our answer in each of 
these cases is yes. 

The man who does not profess the 
faith has severed a golden tie that 





so many of his ancestors upheld with 
honor and cherished as much as life 
itselfi—but we would be guilty of 
compounding error and giving legiti- 
macy to it if we accepted his “res- 
ignation.” Judaism is a religion of 
hope. and it is a small part of hope 
that such a man can be rewon to God. 
If we are not for him, who will be? 

The man who involves himself in 
Jewish communal causes to the 
exclusion of the very faith whose 
scriptural mandate brought them into 
existence is a Jew to be sure. and 
so often a very good one in terms of 
helping to improve the human condi- 
tion. But such a Jew is almost always 
too busy to have thought his commit- 
ment through all the way, and_needs 
only a gentle, though persistent. 
nudge to remind him who he is in 
full and where some of his other 
obligations are. 

The man who fulfils God’s com- 
mandments in his own way and 
without reference to the rest of the 
community is surely a Jew, and a 


very good one, but what a pity that 
he should go his own way—for such 
a man is rare, indeed, and the inspir- 
ation of his religious commitment 
deserves to be shared by his fellows. 

For us. then, the question is not 
so much “Who Is a Jew?” but Who 
Is a Good Jew? 

My own definition would be that 
he is a good Jew whose thoughts and 
deeds are in accord with the teach- 
ings of Judaism, and who helps, in 
synagogue and out, to advance the 
reality of God’s Kingdom. These are 
the principles of Jewishness that 
motivate our Reform movement, our 
temples, and our national institutions 

the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations and the Hebrew Union 
College-Jewish Institute of Religion. 
He is a very good Jew, indeed, who 
supports these principles and these 
institutions through support of our 
Combined Campaign for American 
Reform Judaism. 





Mr. Silberman is serving his third 
successive term as Associate General 
Chairman of the Combined Cam- 
paign for American Reform Judaism. 
He is a Vice-Chairman of the Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish Institute of 
Religion Board of Governors, and 
a board member of the Jewish Com- 
munity Center of White Plains, N. Y. 





MIKE 
WALLACE 





; em COMBINED CAMPAIGN 
thought it had a very fine 
motion picture in its recently 
released “American Morning.” 
which depicts the roles of the 
Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations and the Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish Institute 
of Religion, but one never 
knows about such things until 
the public has had a chance to 
air its own opinions. 

Happily. the response has 
exceeded even the most in- 
cautious expectations. 

Mrs. Julius Lipman of St. 





THEY WEPT ... 


Petersburg Beach, Fla., sent 
this note to the Campaign 
following a showing of the film 
at Temple Beth El. “I was 
thrilled and inspired to see on 
film what our great Reform 
movement is doing. For the 
Sisterhood members here, 
many of whom are associated 
with Reform for the first time 
in their lives. and know very 
little of Reform Judaism be- 
yond the front doors of the 
temple. many were so touched 
they wept. All agreed it was 
one of the most informative 
and inspiring programs our 
Sisterhood has ever had.” 
Mrs. Lipman added: “TI be- 
lieve that if this film is used for 
Sisterhoods as well as other 
groups, we women can do 


much for the Combined Cam- 
paign and will realize the 
implications of our responsibil- 
ity to all of Reform Judaism.” 

The film features Mike Wal- 
lace as narrator. with a script 
by Millard Lampell. Wallace, 
who professes Reform Juda- 
ism. was confirmed at Temple 
Israel in Boston. Lampell. a 
noted radio and television writ- 
er as well as author and play- 
wright. has just adapted John 
Hersey’s novel. The Wall, for 
the Broadway stage. It is 
scheduled to open in the fall. 

The Combined Campaign 
will be happy to send prints 
of “American Morning” to any 
congregation after it has been 
shown in the temple in con- 
nection with its current effort 
on behalf of the Union and 
the College-Institute. 
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The Real Enjoyment of Living. 
By Hyman Judah Schachtel. Dut- 


ton. $2.75. 


\ rabbi attempts to show how the 
fruits of religion can sweeten daily 
life. Not a collection of sermons, but 
a series of friendly chats chockful of 
wisdom about marriage and parent- 
hood, and humanitarianism, 
the demands of life and the chal- 
bereavement and many 


The Houston 


humor 


lenges of 
other matters as well. 
rabbi the of those 
who are proving to the American 
public that working faith is not an 
encroachment but an enrich- 
our daily existence and that 


joins company 


upon, 
ment of, 
life can be more enjoyable for those 
who make the effort. 


Cain: Son of the Serpent. 
By Rabbi David Max Eichhorn. 
W hittier. $3.00. 


A fascinating tour into the world of 
the Midrash, the affectionate 
Scriptures by Hebrew 


embel- 
lishment of 


sages. On the basis of hundreds of 
Midrashic comments on a_ single 


chapter of the Bible. the author skil- 
fully conveys the standpoint of Juda- 
the 
idea of God, and a host of other top- 


ism about carnal love, free will. 
ics. Not the least charming aspect of 
the book is the 


Eichhorn weaves his own contempo- 


way in which Dr. 

rary applications of Jewish thought 
into the fabric of the classic commen- 

This book would make an irre- 
adult education text! 


taries. 
sistible 








A Message of Importance 


to parents whose children are study- 
ing Hebrew in Religious School. 


A DICTIONARY 
DISPENSABLE TOOL 


IS AN IN- 
FOR 


EVERY CHILD FOR THE 
PROPER PURSUIT OF HIS 
STUDIES. 

The New Illustrated Hebrew- 


English Dictionary for Young 
Readers by Nathan Goldberg and 
illustrated by Arnold Lobel has 
been especially designed for 
young students. 


* Illustrative sentences showing usage 
of words in both Hebrew and in 
English. 

* 1,000 attractive illustrations for the 
young reader. 

size, 10’ x 13” 


* Large printed in 


color. 
UNIVERSALLY ACCLAIMED BY 


LEADING EDUCATORS AS A 
“MUST” DICTIONARY FOR STU- 


DENTS. 
$395 


KTAV PUBLISHING HOUSE, INC. 
47 Canal St., New York 2, N. Y. 


Money refunded if not 
completely satisfied. 








Become A SUBSCRIBER 
And An ADVERTISER 
TO THE MOST INFORMATIVE ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE NEWSPAPER IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST 
THE JERUSALEM POST 
Airmail Friday Edition 
To New York City Air 
Mail, from New York 
regular mail, to your 
address $18.00 per year 
You can also subscribe to other Hebrew 
language newspapers and magazines from 
Israel 
DAILY 
Haaretz Davar, 
and others 


Direct from Israel 
to your address 
$28.50 per year 


WEEKLY 

Dvar Hashovuah, 

Ayin B’Ayin, and others 
Send money order or check to: 


BORIS KAGAN, Israeli Newspaper Meee 
321 West 94th Street, New York 25, 


Advertising & subscription rates on rss 














A gift with a thousand answers! 
Dagobert D. Runes’ 
THE 
DICTIONARY 
OF 
JUDAISM 


From Aaron to Zohar, this illustrated dic- 
tionary of Jewish history, religion, philos- 
ophy and literature is crowded with fas- 
cinating information, brilliantly edited and 
condensed. Biographical sketches of the 
great men of Jewish life — the writers... 
the great Hebrew philosophers... the re- 
ligious leaders...the men whose lives 
shed light on the world in page after 
page of wonderful reading. 
64 full-page illustrations dramatize im- 
portant events and leaders in Jewish his- 
tory and illustrate ceremonial objects. 
Rarely do you find a book so completely 
illustrated in this low price range! 
Holidays, feasts and fasts are listed. And 
the basic dietary laws are here as well. 
A remarkable dictionary. Only $5.00 
ORDER FROM 


i 

PHILOSOPHICAL LIBRARY i 

Publishers I 

15 East 40th Street, Dept. AJ-1 : 

nh ©New York 16, N. Y. : 
i 

a Please send me copies of DIc- J 

rT TIONARY OF JUDAISM (@ $5.00. - 

i To expedite shipment I enclose re- gy 

f mittance. i 
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Listen to.... 


the MESSAGE OF ISRAEL 


Now in our 25th year. 





We’re on 200 stations. 
Are we on yours? 
If not, write us at once. 














NOW 


Charles Rosenthal 





FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
Edward Rosenthal 


Carl Grossberg Maxwell W. Passerman Leo J. Filer 
NEW YORK © BROOKLYN © BRONX * LONG ISLAND 
MT. VERNON © MIAMI 





IN WESTCHESTER ——ae 


CROSS COUNTY PARKWAY AT FLEETWOOD, MOUNT VERNON 


Riverside 


MEMORIAL CHAPEL, INC. 
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—— 
— 











i JANUARY, 1959 








TALL TIMBERS 


for boys 
and 


TRUDA 


for girls 





Superlative Camps 
in 
the Sebago Region 
of 
Southern Maine 


PAUL DIBNER 
20 Chase Street 
White Plains, N. Y. 
White Plains 8-3294 


EDWARD D. DIBNER MARTIN DIBNER 


1896 Temblethurst Dr. Casco Village 
Cleveland 21, Ohio Maine 
Evergreen 1-5858 Market 7-2340 

















CANDLE 
FLAME 
LAMPS 


add new charm! 















Delicately shaped like a flicker- 
ing flame. Perfect for 110 volt 
electric candlesticks. 


Available clear or in tints ... 
standard or candelabra base. 


Special longlife filament. 


WRITE today for literature and 
prices. 





NORTH AMERICAN 


| 1580 North 13th St. St. Louis 6, Missouri 








This Magazine 
IS PROUD TO JOIN 


The National 
Federation of 
Temple Youth 


IN THE SPONSORSHIP 
OF A 


on on elte - fest 


ELIGIBLE: 
Young People from 1512 to 21 


TOPIC: 


Hineni, ‘Here Am I!’ 


PRIZES: 
Kiddush Cups, Camperships, etc. 


WINNING SERMONETTE 


will be printed in this magazine 
and delivered over nation-wide 
radio program, ‘Message of Israel.’’ 


JUDGES: 
DR. MAX ELK 
director of Leo Baeck School, Haifa 


RABBI BENJAMIN FRIEDMAN 


Syracuse, N. Y., chairman, 
Holiday Sermon Pamphlet 
Committee, VAHC 


HAROLD DUBINSKY 


St. Louis, Mo., chairman, 
Joint Interfaith Commission of 
Reform Judaism, Baltimore, Md. 


MRS. HUGO DALSHEIMER 


past president, National Federation 
of Temple Sisterhoods 


RABBI SAMUEL M. SILVER 
editor, American Judaism 
For length of sermon, for local, 
regional and national proce- 
dures and other data, consult 


your rabbi, your youth group 
president, or write 


National Federation 


of Temple Youth 


838 Fifth Avenue 
New York 21, N.Y. 
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SOLID BRONZE YAHRZEIT TABLET 


To stimulate fund raising, organization 
leaders choose United States Bronze tablets 
for their unusual beauty and economy. Send 
for free catalog illustrating actual work 
done for Jewish organizations. 








TESTIMONIALS 


Solid Bronze Testimonial 
Plaques Mounted on Satin- 
Smooth Walnut Boards 
Many sizes and designs 
available in all prices 
Send for free catalog. 


Te 


mf a Teste TO | 
Die MAURICE THORNER 


: — “Bronze Tablet Headquarters” 


UNITED STATES BRONZE SIGN CO., Inc. 


° 101 W. 31st St. DEPT. AJ N.Y. 1, N.Y. 





TUNE IN SUNDAY! 
HEAR 


HARRY GOLDEN 


author of the best-seller 


“ONLY IN AMERICA” 
N.B.C.- MONITOR 


see your /oca/ paper 


for time and station 


sponsored by The Greatest 
Name in Kosher Foods | 


THE B. MANISCHEWITZ COMPANY | 
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Free to WRITERS | 


seeking a book publisher 


Two fact-filled, illustrated brochures 
tell how to publish your book, get 
40% royalties, national advertising, 
publicity and promotion. Free edi- 
torial appraisal. Write Dept. AJ9 


EXPOSITION PRESS INC. 
386 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 16 





we = 


AMERICAN JUDAISM A. 


aries, and National As 


at 


Official Publication of UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS and affiliates: National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, National Federation of — Brotherhoods, National Federation of Temple Youth, National Association of Temple Secret 





aple Educators 





